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	Rationale
	According to the Credit Hour Policy, each unit of credit in a course represents approximately 45 hours of student effort (both inside the classroom/laboratory and in work outside of class).  In a traditional semester-length lecture course, students are expected to devote two additional hours outside of class for each hour of lecture, for a total of three hours per unit in every week of a semester.  Intersession is a compacted time period and therefore needs guidelines for the number of units a student can register for so that the work may be completed successfully.

The limit on the number of units is based on the maximum number of calendar days available, and not on the number of weekdays, because the definition of the Credit Hour Policy explicitly states that the student work underlying each unit of credit includes out-of-class work. 

The limits are developed assuming that classes do not begin until the first workday after January 1 because the campus is entirely closed for the preceding week, and in many years there are no workdays between the day that grades are due for the Fall semester (i.e., the last day of that semester) and the campus closure week. Classes also end two workdays before the start of the Faculty Preparation Period to allow instructors one day to assgn and report Winter intersession grades before the start of the Spring semester.

For a period of intense study, 10½ hours is assumed to be the maximum number of hours per day that a student can realistically be engaged in study.

To understand the implications of this policy, the lengths of the intersessions have been computed for the winter intersession in 2013-14 and the four years whose calendars are currently under consideration at the Academic Senate. The following table shows how much daily student effort would be required for a 2-unit and a 3-unit course in those intersessions and what the class length would be for courses delivered entirely through face-to-face instruction meeting on every weekday during the intersession. In every case, students would be permitted to enroll for up to three units during a Winter intersession.
Academic Year

Available weekdays
Available weekend days
Units
Daily student effort

(in hr:min)
Approx. length (incl. breaks) of a face-to-face class meeting every weekday
(in hours)
2013-14

8
4
2
6:15

4
2013-14
8
4
3

9:23
5.5
2014-15
8
4
2
6:15

4
2014-15
8
4
3

9:23
5.5
2015-16
10

2

2
6:15
3
2015-16
10

2

3
9:23
4.5
2017-18
9

2

2
6:49
3.5
2017-18
9

2

3
10:14
5
2018-19
9

2

2
6:49
3.5
2018-19
9

2

3
10:14
5


	
	

	Definition
	The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the maximum number of units students can take during Winter intersession.

	
	

	Authority
	The president of the university 

	
	

	Scope
	This policy applies to undergraduate and graduate students and curriculum.



Karen S. Haynes, President
Approval Date
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Graham Oberem

Approval Date


Interim Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

I. Course Registration Limit for Students
A. Prior to the development of the Winter intersession course schedule, Academic Programs, Extended Learning and Enrollment Management Services Operations/Registrar will jointly set the maximum student course load for the intersession at the greatest integer less than (10.5 N)/37.5
, where N is the number of calendar days between the first workday after January 1 and two workdays before the start of the Spring Faculty Preparation Period, inclusive.

B. No courses in excess of the limit computed in A. will be offered during the intersession.
C. Students desiring to register for units in excess of the limit computed in A must obtain approval for a course overload from their academic advisor. Before approving a course overload, the academic advisor must discuss with the student the feasibility of successfully completing the requested courses in light of the definition of a credit unit. If such requests are denied, appeals may be made to the appropriate college dean (or designee) of their major. In general, only students with superior academic records and a demonstrated need for such excess enrolment will be allowed to enroll for course overloads.
� 10.5 is the limit on the number of clock hours that a student can be expected to be studying each day; 37.5 is the number of clock hours corresponding to 45 (50-minute) academic hours.
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