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Two chemistry students have requested B2 credit (life sciences) for a passing grade in BIOL 210 (Intro to Cellular and Molecular Biology).  This course is required for a major in BIOL, BIOT, BIOC, CHEM (education option only).  It is not required for a general major in CHEM.  BIOL 210 does not carry B2 credit.  The question before us is: should we grant a B2 credit waiver to these students for BIOL 210 even though the course they took is not certified for it?

It is unclear as to if BIOL 210 would qualify for B2 under the new GELOs.  BIOL 211 was originally chosen for B2 certification because of its broader scope and coverage of life sciences.  BIOL 211 was historically the first course in the 2 course series (210/211).  Later 211 came after 210 but continued to carry the B2 certification, thus setting up 210 as a pre-req.  The Biology department does not want to exempt students from 210 as a pre-req to 211 based on the design of the material, order of presentation, and pedagogy of the information in the courses.   Biology has not had time to review the new GELOs to determine if BIOL 210 would qualify for B2 certification, but is open to this possibility.  
An additional issue with giving B2 certification for BIOL 210 is with  enrollment management.  The concern is that too many students not well prepared for the rigor in 210 and who ought to be taking a GE-only GES 102 or 103 course for B2 will register for 210 and take spots reserved needed for majors who need the class and are prepared for it.  BIOL 210 has a high DFW rate.
Chemistry has argued that the enrollment concern is unreasonable since BIOL 210 is a 4 unit class with a co-requisite of CHEM 150, a B1 class. It might be that the concern over enrollment would be ameliorated with PeopleSoft’s new ability to restrict enrollment to certain majors, or to enforce the CHEM 150 corequisite.  Biology does not support enforcing enrollment by major, since some students take 210 for reasons other than applying the courses to their major.  They may be planning on attending medical or dental school but not majoring in science (e.g., KINE, pre-business, undeclared).  It’s not clear what the situation is with the enforcement of the CHEM 150 corequisite.


Chemistry encourages its majors to take BIOL 210 since it’s a better course for them.  But what happens if a student changes to another major and doesn’t take 211?  Or decides after 210 that they don’t want to take 211?  Then the student has to register for a GE-only B2 course and study material they already know from 210.  That’s a waste of classroom seats – and campus resources.  Typically they try to get into GES 103 which is very difficult to get into.  In the case of the two students at hand, it appears that they followed the advice of Chemistry, struggled to get into 210, but now would prefer not to take 211 for their GE credit.

It has been suggested in the past that we could simply grant exceptions to such students.  We can do that, and Executive Order 1065 specifically empowers GEC to grant such exceptions.  

2.2.5 Exceptions

Exceptions to the foregoing requirements may be authorized only under the following circumstances:

a. In the case of an individual student, the campus may grant a partial waiver of one or more of the particular requirements of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations, Section 40405.1, to avoid demonstrable hardship, such as the need to extend the time required for completion of the degree in the case of a senior-level transfer student.

But of course that requires that students know this is an option, and doing so would effectively make unpublished GE policy.  Most students never think of this possibility.
It may be possible to grant exceptions for the chem students who do not take 211 such as used to be done for CHEM 101 B1:
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‘Additionally, CHEM 101, which is  course to prepare students for
CHEM 105 and CHEM 150, will count as a B1 course for those
Students who do not continue on to take either CHEM 105 or
CHEM 150.





