Project Chapter Writing Rubrics


Project Chapter 1: Definition of Problem

Objective: To define the guiding project question/problem & project focus.  Written in present tense.

	Chapter 1 Components
	Novice
	Proficient
	Advance

	Introduction
(Do not use this as a heading)
	Identify problem 
	& 

Contextualize problem in terms of the field of education and/or society
	&

Grab readers attention

	Purpose of Project
(Use this as a heading)
	Articulate project guiding questions
	& 

Explain it in lay-man terms
	& 

Explain how this project will add to the current research, either as an example or an exception For example: 

1)  The research shows X, Y, and Z, but it doesn’t show____.     

 or 

2)  This research will help build upon the research of X, Y, and Z by __________.

	Preview Literature 
(Use this as a heading)
	Identify key areas of literature for project.

Cite research that represents the field 

 and is supportive of the guiding project question(s)
	& 

Explain how these key areas inform this project
	& 

Use proper APA format citation for all references

	Preview Methodology
(Use this as a heading)
	Identify methodology used in project
	&

Explain methodology in general terms and explain why it matches the guiding project question(s)
	& 

Use proper APA format citation for referencing methodology

	Significance of Project
(Use this as a heading)
	State how this project can improve education 
	& 

Explain how it is different than other projects or studies
	& 

Imply how this can inform educational policy and/or practice 

	Conclusion

(Use this as a heading)
	Summarize guiding project question(s) and significance of project
	& 

Review key literature and methodology of project
	& 

Provide a transition to Chapter 2

	Definitions
(Use this as a heading)
	Define all terms in guiding project question(s)
	& 

Define all terms in the literature review & methodology
	&

Use proper APA format citations for all definitions


Project Chapter 2 Literature Review Rubric

Objective: To review what is known and not known about topic of project. Written in present tense.
	Components
	Novice
	Proficient
	Advance

	Introduction
(Do not use this as a heading.)
	Identify problem & restate the guiding question(s)
 (Do not repeat your whole Chapter 1.)
	&

Preview the contents of the chapter

Explain what your methods: product design,  project models, development process, evaluation …
	&

Use all of the titles of subsection in the introduction as sign-posts for the reader to know what is coming.

	Overview of the Context of Literature
(Optional Section - can combine with Intro.)
	Contextualize this project in the field of 

 educational literature by identifying the 

 key areas of literature that set the foundation for  

 your project.
Identify the theoretical framework that this  

 project comes out of or is influenced by.
	& 

Explain how each area connects to the project. 

Cite research using APA format
	&

Establish writer’s reasons for reviewing the literature & the criteria in analyzing and comparing literature, the organization of the review as well as why certain research or projects are excluded.

	Literature Review Areas

(For each area use this as a guide and use a heading for each section.)
	Organize the key themes that lay the foundation for your project. 

Use layman terms to introduce the research area –  use “umbrella” sentences at the beginning of paragraphs, “signposts” throughout and brief “so what” summary sentences at intermediate points in the review to aid in understanding.
Group research studies according to common 

 denominators, such as qualitative versus 

 quantitative approaches, conclusions of authors, 

 specific population studied…

Point out overall trends in what has been published.
	& 

Summarize individual studies or articles with as 

 much or as little detail as each merits. (Space  

 denotes significance.)

Build research citations on each other, but do not create an annotated bibliography that is merely a list of the different research. Integrate the information to tell a story.
Use proper APA citation format. (Make sure 

 literature includes citations from last decade as     

 well as professional peer reviewed journals.)
	& 

Illustrate multiple author views with distinction, 

 including conflicts in the theory, methodology, 

 evidence and conclusions; or gaps in research or 

 scholarship  

Identify the strengths and weaknesses of the research literature.

	Connections to the Literature 
(Optional Section - can combine with Conclusion.)
	Summarize major contributions of 

 significant studies and articles to the body of 

 knowledge under review, maintaining the focus 

 established in the introduction.

Articulate how each of the literature areas 

combined makes a strong foundation for this research study.
	&

Evaluate the current "state of the art" for the 

 body of knowledge reviewed, pointing out major 

 methodological flaws or gaps in research, 

 inconsistencies in theory and findings, and 

 areas or issues pertinent to future study.

Conclude by providing some insight into the

 relationship between the central topic of the

 literature review and a larger area of study such

 as a discipline, a scientific endeavor, or

 profession.
	&

Does not use all the same language from previous descriptions, but make it fresh. Make the literature come alive for the reader – so they are eager to read the next section.

	Conclusion

(Use this as a heading.)
	Summarize key concepts in Ch 2 
	& Re-articulate research question(s)
	& Provide a transition to Chapter 3.


Project Chapter 3 Project Methodology Rubric

Objective: To describe the methodology of your project. Written in past tense.

	Components
	Novice
	Proficient
	Advance

	Introduction
(Do not use this as a heading.)
	Identify problem & restate the guiding project question(s)
 (Do not repeat your whole Chapter 1.)
	&

Preview the contents of the chapter

Explain what your methods are for creating the project.
	&

Use all of the titles of subsection in the introduction as sign-posts for the reader to know what is coming.

	Design
(Use this as a heading.)
	Name the design of product (curriculum, program, website…)
	& 

Explain how this methodology is good match to answer guiding project question(s)
	& 

Cite research that supports this design choice

	Setting 
(Use this as a heading.)
	Identify where this project is being designed for and for whom.
	& 

Specify geography, location, (pseudonyms), demographics of class, school, faculty…, cultural-political climate…
	&

Explain how this project is needed in this setting.

	Instrument

(if applicable)

(Use this as a heading.)
	Describe materials/instrument being used (i.e. the lesson design, the website template, a criteria for evaluating curriculum …)
	Describe in detail and even show examples of the instrument, highlight key features, and explain how this tool is a good match for project.
	& 

Use proper citation for referencing instrument design and any mentor model (a product that acts as your guide).

	Procedures
(Use this as a heading.)
	List the steps you used to create the project. Be specific enough that someone could replicate the process.
Articulate who did what and 

 when.
	& 

Explain why you chose these steps.

	&

Uses proper citation for Methodology

Write in past tense.

	Evaluation of Process
(This section is optional – can combine with procedures. Use this as a heading.)
	Identify the process you used to 

 evaluate the process
	& 

Specify the particular lens you used for the process and evaluation & why you chose it.

Describe how you can validate your product.
	& 

Use proper citation for evaluation

	Conclusion

(Use this as a heading.)
	Summarize key concepts in Ch 3 
	& 

Re-articulate guiding project question(s)
	& 

Provide a transition to Chapter 4


Project Chapter 4 Project Presentation Rubric

Objective: To describe/present the project product. 

	Components
	Novice
	Proficient
	Advance

	Introduction
(Do not use this as a heading. This section is optional.)
	Identify problem & restate the guiding project question(s).
 (Do not repeat your whole Chapter 1.)
	&

Preview the contents of the chapter.
Explain organization of the project product.
	&

Use all of the titles of subsection in the 

 introduction as sign posts for the reader to 

 know what is coming and how to use the product.

	Project Presentation

	Provide a complete copy of the product (curriculum, print out of the website pages, program binder…) 
	& 

Presentation of the product is professional and can stand alone without the rest of the chapters. 

	&

Product is easy to access the information and use.

	Conclusion

(This section is optional.)
	Summarize key concepts in Ch 4 
	& 

Re-articulate guiding project question(s)
	& 

Provide a transition to Chapter 5.


Project Chapter 5: Recommendations/Lessons Learned Rubric

Objective: To review project creation and make recommendations for how readers can use the product. Written in present tense. 
	
	Novice
	Proficient 
	Advanced 

	Introduction
(Do not use this as a heading.)
	Briefly describe the project.
	&

Preview the contents of the chapter


	Use all of the titles of subsections in the chapter as signposts for the reader to know what is coming.

	Lessons Learned

(Use this as a heading.)
	Articulate what you learned in the process of developing the project.
	& 

Describe what you learned in terms of best educational practices, project development and goals for implementation.
	&

Use APA format for citing references related to what you learned.

	Project Implementation

(Use this as a heading.)
	Breifly describe the intended implementation of the project product.
	Describe in detail how this project will be used, where, and when.
	& 
Describe how this project should be evaluated to guarantee success.

	Global Implications 
(Use this as a heading.)
	No explanations provided on how this project could be useful within the field of education in general, beyond the one setting described above.
	An explanation is provided although not thoroughly describing how the field of education will benefit from this project.  Reflection is present but seemingly vague—lacks specificity.
	An organized and thoughtful explanation is given for what the project adds to previous research and guides further investigation and/or project development.  A reflection on how this project may contribute to existing literature as well as improve educational policy and/or practice.

	Limitations

(Use this as a heading.)
	Chapter makes no reference to the project’s shortcomings.
	Chapter addresses most (but not all) the project’s shortcomings. Lacks description of the limitations in terms of best practices, creation process and/or project implementation.
	Chapter reflects on the limitations and shortcomings of the project. Limitations to project have been identified and explained thoroughly.

	Future Research and Projects 
(Optional Section – can be combined with Conclusion.)
	No mention of future projects and research related to this project.
	Recommendations are made and consideration is given to how this project might be continued to improve education.  
	Consideration is given to how this research might be continued in the future.

	Conclusion
(Use this as a heading.)
	Have a basic conclusion to this chapter and all 5 chapters of the project.
	Summarize key concepts in this chapter and all 5 chapters of the project.
	& 

Provides a profound ending, make it engaging and meaningful to the reader.


Project Abstract Rubric

Objective: Abstracts typically serve five main goals:


• 
Help readers decide if they should read the entire text

• 
Help readers and researchers remember key findings on a topic 


• 
Help readers understand a text by acting as a pre-reading outline of key points 


• 
Index articles for quick recovery and cross-referencing 

•   Allow supervisors to review technical work without becoming bogged down in details

Note: The abstract is written in third person. No references or quotations are allowed.
	Component & Criteria
	Novice
	Proficient
	Advanced

	Topic & Purpose
(Recap of Ch 1)
	Author describes main idea & purpose of the project
	…& guiding project question(s) 
	… & reasons behind this project. 


	Scope
(Recap of Ch 2, but without citations)
	Author describes the focus of this project 
	… & where the author concentrates his/her attention


	… & foundation for this work.


	Method
(Recap of Ch 3)
	Author describe what the he/she did to create the project
	…& the best practices the project was based on 
	… & how author convinces the reader of the validity of the project product.


	Results
(Recap of Ch 4)
	Author describes what he/she learned
	… & the major results 
	… & the consequences of the problem or issue that the author is discussing.


	Recommendations
(Recap of Ch 5)
	Author describes solutions to the reader to resolve the problem or issue in the piece
	… & recommend action or change based on the completed project


	… & explain why this matters - Point to at least one significant implication. 


	Conclusions
	Author describes the cause and effect relationship of the problem/project
	… & the conclusions that he/she draws from the project
	… & how this project will contribute to the field of education.


	Key words
	Add key words that are within the abstract
	… & use the proper format for the key words (alphabetical).
	… & make sure that the keywords throughout the text are included (guiding questions, literature, methodology…).


(Adapted from information retrieved on October 25, 2006 from http://papyr.com/hypertextbooks/comp2/abstract.htm)
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