Culminating Activity Proposal Suggested WRITING STEPS

The key to good writing is rewriting. During this course you will be required to write a proposal for your culminating activity for the MA program. This will be in the form of Thesis/Project Chapters 1-3. You will write three or four drafts of your chapters for this course, but be prepared to revise multiple times (5-10 possibly) through out the completion of your MA. During the semester you will form writing groups to support your efforts. We will use a feedback process to help you focus on what you have done, what you need to clarify and how you can polish your writing. In addition you will be required to share your writing with another professor – possibly your committee chair or another committee member. If you do not have a committee yet, this course will support you to choose these key people. 

Step 1: Culminating Activity Idea - Session 1

Identify what your culminating activity will be for the MA program. You will write a brief description on the first night of class.  The professor will give you feedback on your first draft and give you guidance on how to refine your ideas and outline an action plan.

Step 2:  Culminating Activity Action Plan – Session 2

Once you have decided on a topic for your culmination activity You will develop an action plan to conduct your culminating activity and to write up your thesis or project. We will do an initial plan the second night of class. 

Step 3: Research Collection and Review – Session 2+

Based on this plan you will begin to research a topic of your choice. You will collect 10 full-text articles that are about research studies and that were published since 1999 in refereed professional journals. Read the articles and write a 600-900 word overview of the articles and the bibliographic information (not counted in word count) in APA format. In your overview, be sure to emphasize common threads and significant results. Do not have a separate paragraph on each article. You will weave them together by common threads. This is the beginning of your literature review, Chapter 2 in your research proposal.

Step 4: Peer Review Workshop - Session 3

· You will bring 2 copies of your research review and Chapter 2 Rubric. 

· Get in groups of 2 (no larger), provide your peer with a copy your draft #1 of Chapter 2 and your writing rubric. Provide other copy to instructor, this copy will be read anonymously.

· Read 2 peer’s writing (approximately 15-30 minutes). 

· Write notes on each draft using the Praise, Question, & Polish Process  (PQP):

· Praise: praise the strong parts of the paper. Be specific. 

· Questions: identify what questions you had about the paper

Ask questions that probe and push the author to articulate what they mean.

· Polish: what could be done to polish up the paper? Be specific.

· Provide the anonymous paper and feedback to instructor to redistribute. 

· Receive written feedback from 2 peers. Read feedback.

· Discuss each paper. Focus on one paper at a time as a group. Be attentive to the theoretical ideas, how well the ideas supported, and how well the ideas connected to ideas of others (citations). Ask the author the questions generated in the written feedback response. 

· Compare the feedback from the face-to-face peer as well as the anonymous reviewer. 

· As an author, write notes to help make needed revisions.

· Allow about 30-60 minutes of undivided attention per draft, roughly 10-20 minutes to read (first meeting only), 10-20 minutes to write response, and 10-20 minutes to discuss as a group. 

· Be sure author name, date and draft # are clearly indicated on draft and draft feedback sheet.  

· In the last 10 minutes, as a large group discuss what you learned by reading and receiving feedback from your peers.  What went well and what could be improved next time?  Develop a plan to implement improvement strategies.

Step 5: Write Draft 2 of Chapter 2 – HW for Session 3/Due Session 4

Self-assess with the rubric before sharing your writing.

Step 6: Write Draft 1 of Chapter 1 – HW for Session 4/Due Session 5

Self-assess with the rubric before sharing your writing.

Step 7: Peer Review Draft 2 of Chapter 2 – Session 5

Bring copies of your writing, rubric and feedback sheet. Meet with face-to-face peer for review. Follow step 4 above. Make sure you use APA style. 

Step 8: Write Draft 1 of Chapter 3 – HW for Session 5/Due Session 6

Self-assess with the rubric before sharing your writing.

Step 9: Peer Review Draft 1 of Chapter 1 – Session 6

Bring copies of your writing, rubric and feedback sheet. Meet with face-to-face peer for review. Follow step 4 above. Make sure you use APA style. 

Step 10: Write Draft 2 of Chapter 1 – HW for Session 6&7/Due Session 8

Self-assess with the rubric before sharing your writing.

Step 11: Peer Review Draft 1 of Chapter 3 – Session 8

Bring copies of your writing, rubric and feedback sheet. Meet with face-to-face peer for review. Follow step 4 above. Make sure you use APA style. 

Step 12: Write Draft 2 of Chapter 3 – HW Session 8/Due Session 9

Self-assess with the rubric before sharing your writing.

Step 13: Peer Review Draft 2 of Chapter 1 – Session 9

Bring copies of your writing, rubric and feedback sheet. Meet with face-to-face peer for review. Follow step 4 above. Make sure you use APA style. 

Step 14: Peer Review Draft 2 of Chapter 3 – Session 11

Bring copies of your writing, rubric and feedback sheet. Meet with face-to-face peer for review. Follow step 4 above. Make sure you use APA style. 

Step 15: Write Draft 3 of Chapters 1-3 Due for Instructors Feedback – Session 12

Provide of all drafts and comments from peers to instructor. IF any are missing you will earn one grade less.
Step 16: Revise Chapter 1-3

Self-assess with the rubric before sharing your writing.

Step 17: Meet with Thesis/Project Chair. 

Get feedback on Chapter 1-3. Outline next steps - Create a timeline for your work and get writing feedback from your chair.

Step 18: Identify Other Thesis/Project Committee Member

Have a conversation with your committee chair member, who would be a good candidate for an additional committee member. Remember that you want someone that is knowledgeable about your topic, and works well with your chair as well as you.

Step 19: Contact perspective committee member. 

Share with them what your culminating project /thesis is, what you predict for a timeline and copies of your completed chapters. Remember you are marketing yourself. You need to convince this person you would be a good person to work with and that you are prepared to complete the task. If you do not have much completed you may wait to contact them. Check with your chair.

Step 20+: Revise again & follow instructions from Thesis/Project Committee.

Make sure you use APA style.

