Chapter One: Definition of Problem (Template)

Above is the correct title - centered and title case font. 

This chapter is written in present tense. Use double space 12-point font, but do not skip any lines between paragraphs or headings. Indent each paragraph 5 spaces.

Each of the below headings should be bold, title case and centered.

All of the writing in parenthesis and the boxes are for guidance. 

Omit all the guidance prompts before you finish your draft.

Introduction (No heading according to APA 6th)
Write a brief introduction to your topic. Capture your reader’s attention. In this section, write out the names of all the headings in the chapter. This way you preview for the reader what your chapter covers. 
- Purpose of Project

- Preview Literature

- Preview Methodology

- Significance of Project/Research

- Definition of Key Terms

Write a draft or outline of your introduction.

Purpose of Project (Heading Title)

Articulate research question and how this thesis/project will help you answer the question.
Preview Literature (Heading Title)

Identify the (2-5) key areas you review in the literature. Cite the leading authors to let the reader know who you are building your work from. If you are not sure what literature you will use, wait till you have completed your chapter 2 and then come back and write a brief version of that chapter.

Identify the key areas of your literature review and the leading authors:

1. Topic:




Author & Date: 

2. Topic:




Author & Date: 

3. Topic:




Author & Date: 




Preview Methodology (Heading Title)

Describe the steps you will take to conduct your culminating activity. 

Thesis: Identify if it is qualitative/quantitative study and the key steps.

Project: Identify what your product will be and the steps. 

If you are not sure yet, wait till you have completed your chapter 3 and then come back and write a brief version of that process.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4.

5.

Significance of Project (Heading Title)

State how this study/project can improve education. How will it affect students, teachers, administrators, families and the community at large? How will it build off of previous literature? Is it filling a gap? What educational practices will it change?

Summary of Chapter (Heading Title)

Summarize heading topics and transition to next chapter.
Definitions (Heading Title)

List in alphabetical order all the terms in your research question and some unique terms from your literature review and/or methodology. This provides you the opportunity to clarify how you will use the terms. Check with your chair if she/he wants the definition section at the end of the chapter or embedded in this chapter.

List your terms:

