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1. Program Type: Self-Support Elevation of an Option to a Full Degree Program

2. Program Identification: 
a. California State University San Marcos Campus

b. Proposed Degree Title: Master of Science in Speech-Language Pathology (SLP) 

c. Program Approval to the UAMP:  Sept 24, 2013

d. Term of implementation: Spring 2015

e. This degree will be offered through the Department of Speech Language Pathology in the School of Health Sciences and Human Services in the College of Education, Health and Human Services.

f. Suzanne Moineau, Ph.D., Chair/Associate Professor and Lori Heisler, Ph.D., Assistant Professor

g-i. N/A

j. CSU code: 12201 and CIP code: 51.0203

3. Program Overview and Rationale: 

a. The proposed degree, a MS in SLP, is a 76 unit, full-time graduate program that will be run through Extended Learning.  This degree is proposed as a program elevation from an Option within the current Master of Arts in Education to a stand-alone degree as a Master’s of Science in Speech-Language Pathology. 

The Option in Communicative Sciences and Disorders (CSD) Program has been in operation through Extended Learning since Fall 2010 and has just accepted its fourth cohort of graduate students to begin in Fall 2013.  This proposal to elevate the program from an Option within the MA in Education to a stand-alone degree within the field of Speech-Language Pathology/Communicative Sciences and Disorders is motivated by a number of factors: 1) as our program has expanded from a focus on public-school practice to include practice in other settings (medical, private, corporate), a degree in Education can be limiting to our students in their options for clinical placements and employment.  Clinical Directors and employers within the medical community have expressed concern for preparedness to work within settings outside of education given that our degree title suggests that the program is education based. Moreover, while faculty can educate our partners within the local community, a degree in Communicative Disorders or Speech-Language Pathology has shared meaning in our field without need for qualification; 2) the common courses that we once shared with the Education MA have been modified and were recently approved by UCC. Those changes include a significant altering of the content between EDUC 622 Research Methods in Education and EDSL 622 which focuses on evidence based practice (EBP) and research within the field of communicative sciences and disorders. This course also includes coverage of EBP & research in the medical field and with adult populations that is not covered in EDUC version of 622. Additional course proposal changes that were just implemented were: EDEX 602 to EDSL 602; and EDMX 631 and 632 to EDSL versions of each).  These course proposals and changes reflect further the dissociation between the degree in Education vs. CSD or SLP; and 3) as we currently have independent departmental status, we believe it imperative to have a stand-alone degree that accurately reflects the full scope of our field and is widely recognized by our colleagues within the CSU system and across the nation. 

We have made a number of changes to our existing 75-unit program to align ourselves better across the scope of content and practice within our field.  This degree proposal will come with very few remaining changes as we have submitted curricular changes the last 3 years in a row, including adding a one-unit course not reflected in our current curriculum to bring our degree to 76-units. This proposal would thus come with minor curriculum changes, including: 1) changing all EDSL prefixes to SLP prefixes; and 2) changing EDSL 698: Culminating Experience to SLP 698: Culminating Experience and Summative Assessment in Speech Language Pathology. The Library will procure services from ComDis Dome as part of this proposal, which is a database with all of the prominent journals in our field. The Library will assess needs and sufficiency of resources after the first year of operation.  This was discussed with the Dean of the Library, Wayne Veres, and the Education Librarian, Toni Olivas and the Information Literacy Librarian, Yvonne Meulemans. 

This program has been written to meet the requirements of the Council on Academic Accreditation (CAA) of the American Speech-Language Hearing Association (ASHA), the California Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology and Hearing Aid Dispensers Board (SLPAB), and the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CCTC) to practice the profession of speech-language pathology. This 76-unit program covers content in nine (9) standard areas of practice with additional coursework to meet standards in evidence-based practice (EBP), law, ethics, counseling, professional issues and clinical practice.  There are 52 units of core course content, 4 units of professional seminar related to mechanics of clinical practice and 20 units of clinical practicum during which students must acquire 400 hours of direct contact across at least three (3) different settings.  We provide a unique program in that we offer a completely community-based clinic where students obtain their direct intervention hours in off-site settings, including: private practice, public schools, hospitals, rehabilitation settings, day intervention programs, residential homes and skilled nursing facilities. Upon completion of the academic coursework and coinciding with the final semester of the program, students must complete a culminating experience to graduate. They may either complete a thesis, a project or a comprehensive written examination with an oral defense.  

This program provides the academic and graduate clinical training components necessary to apply for a position as a Clinical Fellow (CF), and meet the requirements for a temporary state license and preliminary speech-language pathology (SLP) credential.  The temporary state license is required as a CF to practice in any setting except the public schools. The preliminary SLP credential enables graduates to practice in the public schools.  After completing the Clinical Fellowship Year (CFY) and passing a national examination, graduates qualify for the Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC) issued by ASHA, the permanent state license issued by SLPAB and the clear credential issued by CCTC.  The current program holds pre-accreditation (i.e. In-Candidacy) status with the CAA of ASHA, and is approved to train and recommend graduates for the preliminary credential issued by the CCTC.  The SLPAB does not independently accredit programs, but rather requires applicants to graduate from a CAA/ASHA accredited program.  

Mission: CSUSM’s Mission states “The university offers rigorous undergraduate and graduate programs distinguished by exemplary teaching, innovative curricula, and the application of new technologies.”  It further states that it “provides a range of services that responds to the needs of a student body with diverse backgrounds, expanding student access to an excellent and affordable education.” This proposed MS in SLP is a reflection of a rigorous academic and clinical curriculum designed with the depth and breadth of content knowledge and skills to meet the standards of practice for an entry-level clinician.  The courses are designed with innovative teaching to prepare students to practice in a wide variety of settings.  We almost exclusively use a ‘flipped classroom’ approach to our courses in that we record chats and post them on Moodle so that time in the classroom can be spent in developing critical problem solving skills for case management.  

There are 11 CSU campuses that offer graduate degrees in SLP/CSD, including: Chico, East Bay, Fresno, Fullerton, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco and San Jose.  Additionally, Biola, Redlands, UoP, and Loma Linda offer Master’s programs in the field.  All programs have over 100 applicants, most for less than 25 seats; however, most programs have anywhere from 200-400 applicants annually, with San Diego State (our nearest sister school) having over 400 applicants this current year. 

CSUSM’s Vision states that “students will select from a growing array of specialized programs responsive to state and regional needs.” Speech-Language Pathology is ranked among the Top 25 Best Jobs (#14) according to US News and World Report. 
CSUSM graduated its first cohort of MA students in May 2012 and all had jobs by June 1st.  The US Department of Education, in its 24th Annual Report to Congress noted that 55% of preschool children receiving services under IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) have speech and/or language impairments.  Moreover, almost 50% of school-based speech-language pathologists will be eligible for retirement by 2020.  On the other end of the spectrum are practitioners who work with the aging population. Of recorded hospital stays, 34% are made up of these aging adults. Moreover, 90% of nursing home residents are aging adults.   This is a growing service population for speech-language pathologists that adds to the increase in demand for our practitioners.   The increased incidence of strokes, and specifically in bilingual populations, adds a greater need for speech-language pathologists skilled in language assessment/intervention and swallowing disorders. With these statistics in mind, there is an upcoming severe shortage in trained professionals to service individuals with communication needs.  The vacancy rates are highest in lower income, inner city and multi-cultural areas, consistent with the demographics of northern San Diego County.  In offering this MS program, CSUSM will be directly addressing the vision statement by developing highly specialized programs that respond to regional needs. 


b. Proposed Catalog Description: 
Master of Science in Speech-Language Pathology
(76 Units)
 This Master’s level program will prepare candidates for the professional practice of Speech-Language Pathology. The coursework and practicum experiences that comprise this degree enable candidates to simultaneously obtain the Master of Science in Speech-Language Pathology degree, fulfill the academic requirements for the American-Speech Language Hearing Association’s (ASHA) membership and certification (CCC), meet the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CCTC) requirements for obtaining the Speech Language Pathology Services Credential and apply for state licensure through the California Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology & Hearing Aid Dispenser’s Board (SLPAB). To be admitted to this Master’s program, a candidate must show evidence of successful completion of prerequisite courses in Speech and Language Sciences or Communicative Disorders.  After earning this Master of Science degree, in order to earn their state license, speech-language pathology credential and national certification, candidates must (a) pass the National Exam (PRAXIS), and (b) complete the clinical fellowship year (CFY). 
The Master’s program in speech language pathology at California State University San Marcos is a Candidate for Accreditation by the Council on Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech Language Pathology (CAA) of the American Speech-Language and Hearing Association.  In-Candidacy is a pre-accreditation status with the CAA, awarded to developing or emerging programs for a maximum period of five years. This program is approved by the CCTC. 

For further details on state licensure, ASHA membership & certification and CCTC credentialing, please refer to their webpages: http://www.slpab.ca.gov/applicants/licensing.shtml
http://www.asha.org/certification/SLPCertification.htm
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/CREDS/speech-lang-path.html
Admission Requirements:
· Preparation for ASHA certification, which includes one Biological Science (human or animal), one Physical Science (Physics or Chemistry), one Social Science (Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology or Public Health), and a Statistics course. These courses must be outside of the domain of communicative Sciences and Disorders. 
· Bachelor’s Degree, including undergraduate preparatory coursework in basic science^
· A minimum undergraduate grade point average of 3.0
· All applicants, regardless of citizenship, who do not possess a bachelor's degree from a post-secondary institution where English is the principal language must satisfy the English language proficiency requirement (see more details below)
· Two letters of recommendation 
· Proof of Certificate of Clearance
· Personal Essay 
Candidates who meet the requirements will be invited for an interview with a panel of admissions advisors.	

^Required Preparatory Undergraduate coursework:	
	BIOL 320						SLP 364/EDUC 364/ID 340		
SLP 150						SLP 391
	SLP 201						SLP 471
	SLP 260						SLP 473
SLP 351						EDUC 380/PSYC 330			
	SLP 357/PHYS 357					

International Student Admissions Requirements
For all Extended Learning degree programs, international students include those who hold U.S. visas as students, exchange visitors, or in other nonimmigrant classifications. Students must submit academic records from international institutions.  The original international transcript must be on file and if they are not written in English, they must be accompanied by certified English translations.  In addition, all international transcripts must be evaluated by one of the eight approved CSUSM international transcript evaluation agencies.  Please visit this link to obtain the list of the eight approved CSUSM international transcript evaluation agencies.
[bookmark: Test]Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) : Please refer to the following link: http://www.csusm.edu/global/gradadmiss/gradmreq.html

Upon acceptance students must complete or provide evidence of the following in order to begin their clinical practicum:
1. Health Information Privacy & Portability Act (HIPPA) training
2.	 Background screening
3. Immunizations & TB
4. CPR Training
5.	 Malpractice & Health Insurance
6. Health Physical
7. Clinical Waiver

Program Student Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this degree, students will be able to:
1.	Describe the nature of typical and disordered communication and swallowing across the lifespan. 
2.	Integrate theory, research and Evidence-Based Practice principles into prevention, assessment and intervention practices.  
3.	Interact and communicate in ways that reflect respect for diversity, collaboration and ethics. 
4.  Demonstrate summative knowledge and skills necessary for entry-level practice within the field of speech-language pathology through defense of a culminating experience. 

Core Faculty:
Devina Acharya, M.A., CCC/SLP
Erika Daniels, Ed.D.
Lori Heisler, Ph.D., CCC/SLP
Deanna Hughes, Ph.D., CCC/SLP
Kristen Nahrstedt, M.A., CCC/SLP
Suzanne Moineau, Ph.D., CCC/SLP
Alice Quiocho, Ed.D.
Jodi Robledo, Ph.D.
Alison Scheer-Cohen, Ph.D., CCC/SLP

Degree Requirements and Courses 						Units
Foundation courses:
SLP 602: Bilingual and Bicultural Practice Issues in Speech Language Pathologist							3
SLP 631: Law and Ethics for the Speech Language Practitioner										3
SLP 632: Augmentative and Alternative Communication				2
SLP 622: Research and Evidence-Based Practice in Speech Language Pathology							3
SLP 698: Culminating Experience & Summative Assessment in Speech Language Pathology						3
Total Units 						14

Practicum/Professional courses:
SLP 641: Supervised Clinical Experience						2
SLP 642: Supervised Clinical Experience II						8
SLP 645: Supervised Clinical Experience: Clinical Internship			10
SLP 651: Professional Seminar I						2
SLP 652: Professional Seminar II						1
SLP 653: Professional Seminar III						1
SLP 654: Grand Rounds in Speech Language Pathology				4
Total Units 						28

Core content courses:
SLP 661: Disorders of Articulation and Phonology				3 
SLP 662: Fluency Disorders						2 
SLP 663: Voice Disorders						2 
SLP 664: Motor Speech Disorders						3 
SLP 665: Speech Language Pathology services for Cleft Palate and Craniofacial Anomalies						1
SLP 671: Language Disorders in Infants and Preschool Children		3 
SLP 672: Language Disorders in School-aged Children and Adolescents 	3 
SLP 673: Language and Cognitive Disorders in Adults				4
	Or SLP 673a: Language Disorders in Adults (2)
	And SLP 673b: Cognitive-Linguistic Disorders in Adults (2)  
SLP 681: Aural Rehabilitation						2 
SLP 691: Neuroscience for the Speech Language Pathology										3 
SLP 692: Dysphagia						3 
SLP 693: Seminar in Counseling in Speech Language Pathology									3
SLP 694: Seminar in Autism Spectrum Disorders					2
Total Units						 34
Program Total 						76
*SLP 695										1-3

*This is Special Topics option by which the program can offer unique curriculum not covered in the current program.

Clinical Hours
All students must complete a minimum of 400 direct clock hours, including 25 observation and 375 direct service hours in a minimum of three different settings. All hours will be obtained under the supervision of a Certified and Licensed Speech-Language Pathologist. 
Advancement to Candidacy
The student will advance to candidacy upon successful completion of all academic coursework. All MS students must complete SLP 698 – Culminating Experience and Summative Assessment in Speech Language Pathology (3 units) as part of the culminating experience for Master's study. The culminating experience may be a thesis, project, or a comprehensive examination. Completion of the thesis or project options is competitive and requires a proposal. All culminating experiences require completion of an oral defense. Continuous enrollment in this course is required until completion of the culminating experience.   In addition, students must take the PRAXIS examination prior to graduation and must report their scores to the program. 
[bookmark: Cont]Continuation
Graduate students must maintain an overall GPA of 3.0.  Any student whose overall GPA falls below 3.0 will be put on Academic Probation and will be issued a Statement of Concern with a Plan of Action. If the overall GPA falls below 3.0 for two consecutive semesters the student will be dropped from the program.  A full-time student should be enrolled in the predetermined course schedule and credit hours each semester for the program. 

Culminating Experience

This is completed in the final semester as part of SLP 698. Students complete their culminating experience which may take the form of a thesis, project or written comprehensive examination. Students must complete an oral defense of their work. Students must continuously enroll in this course until completion of the culminating experience.  
[bookmark: Inter]

4. Curriculum 
a.1. Program Students Learning Outcomes (PSLOs) [Goals for the Program] are to develop graduates who possess:
Upon completion of this degree, students will be able to:
1.	Describe the nature of typical and disordered communication and swallowing across the lifespan. 
2.	Integrate theory, research and Evidence-Based Practice principles into prevention, assessment and intervention practices.  
3.	Interact and communicate in ways that reflect respect for diversity, collaboration and ethics. 
4.  Demonstrate summative knowledge and skills necessary for entry-level practice within the field of speech-language pathology through defense of a culminating experience. 


b. Plans for Assessing Goals and PSLO’s 

Students will be assessed in each course as indicated in the PSLO table via signature assignments, grades and overall GPA.  In addition, students complete portfolios that include some of these signature assignments from academic and clinical coursework, disposition evaluations, an EBP writing assignment and their culminating experience project.  The PSLO’s are evaluated by graduation rates, PRAXIS pass rates, surveys of grads and employers, feedback from supervisors, advisory board feedback, course evaluations and employment rates. 

c. 76 units are required for the major. 

d. N/A – Not a baccalaureate degree

e. N/A – no options, concentrations or special emphasis

f. 
Degree Requirements and Courses 
Required Master’s-Level Courses:  
We are requesting a blanket change to all courses to change the prefix from EDSL to SLP. All course descriptions and other features will remain the same.
The only course that will have a C-form is SLP 698 as it has changed from EDUC 698. 
						Units
Degree Requirements and Courses 						Units
Foundation courses:
SLP 602: Bilingual and Bicultural Practice Issues in Speech Language Pathologist							3
SLP 631: Law and Ethics for the Speech Language Practitioner										3
SLP 632: Augmentative and Alternative Communication				2
SLP 622: Research and Evidence-Based Practice in Speech Language Pathology							3
SLP 698: Culminating Experience and Summative Assessment in Speech Language Pathology						3
Total Units 						14

Practicum/Professional courses:
SLP 641: Supervised Clinical Experience						2
SLP 642: Supervised Clinical Experience II						8
SLP 645: Supervised Clinical Experience: Clinical Internship			10
SLP 651: Professional Seminar I						2
SLP 652: Professional Seminar II						1
SLP 653: Professional Seminar III						1
SLP 654: Grand Rounds in Speech Language Pathology				4
Total Units 						28

Core content courses:
SLP 661: Disorders of Articulation and Phonology				3 
SLP 662: Fluency Disorders						2 
SLP 663: Voice Disorders						2 
SLP 664: Motor Speech Disorders						3 
SLP 665: Speech Language Pathology services for Cleft Palate and Craniofacial Anomalies						1
SLP 671: Language Disorders in Infants and Preschool Children		3 
SLP 672: Language Disorders in School-aged Children and Adolescents 	3 
SLP 673: Language and Cognitive Disorders in Adults				4
	Or SLP 673a: Language Disorders in Adults (2)
	And SLP 673b: Cognitive-Linguistic Disorders in Adults (2)  
SLP 681: Aural Rehabilitation						2 
SLP 691: Neuroscience for the Speech Language Pathology										3 
SLP 692: Dysphagia						3 
SLP 693: Seminar in Counseling in Speech Language Pathology									3
SLP 694: Seminar in Autism Spectrum Disorders					2
Total Units						 34
Program Total 						76
*SLP 695										1-3

*This is Special Topics option by which the program can offer unique curriculum not covered in the current program.

g. No electives

h. No new courses will be needed – our curriculum is approved through an external accreditation process that governs the content

i. Our program is designed in a step-wise fashion such that all students go through the same content at the same time and all courses are offered in the same order. 

j. Our program has been a fully operational program as an Option in the MA in Education. Our program complies with the requirements for culminating experience as specified in Section 40510 of Title 5 of the CA Code of Regulations. 

k. Admission criteria is laid out above in item # 3.b. under the catalog description. 

l. Student continuation requirements are specified above in item # 3.b. under the catalog description.

m. N/A – undergraduate programs only

n. N/A – undergraduate program transfer students

o. N/A – we run a cohort model that requires all students to take the same course and program sequence

p. Our program is currently in pre-accreditation status (a.k.a. In-Candidacy). We have gone through three annual reviews with very limited feedback regarding changes from the national organization and no feedback for changes from the credentialing agency.  We are prepared to submit our Initial Accreditation Application in August 2014 and do not anticipate any obstacles in achieving this distinction. Our national organization has a 5-year step-wise program to ensure programs are successful and have time to remediate if needed. We have every understanding that we are on target to meet the accreditation requirements and achieve Initial Accreditation. Our annual report from 2013 was accepted without revision.

5. Need for the Proposed Degree Program 

a. There are 11 other CSUs that offer the Master’s in our field: Chico, East Bay, Fresno, Fullerton, Long Beach, Los Angeles, Northridge, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, San Jose. As well, there are 3 private universities: Chapman, Loma Linda, Redlands. 

b. All programs must meet accreditation and standards requirements. Our program has a few unique features in offering counseling, Evidence-Based Practice (EBP), grand rounds, and law. As well, we have a fully community based clinic that offers students a more ecologically valid environment to obtain their clinical experiences. 

c. There is no other curriculum on campus that offers related programs or content. 

d. Our program seeks frequent guidance from supervisors, employers and advisory board members regarding aspects of the program.  We obtained this information prior to starting four years ago and continue to seek feedback as necessary. Limited changes can be made as our program complies with accreditation standards of multiple bodies. 

e. This program is also in alignment with CSUSM’s Vision that states “students will select from a growing array of specialized programs responsive to state and regional needs.” Speech-Language Pathology is ranked among the Top 100 Best Jobs for 2013 (#28) according to US News and World Report. As noted above, CSUSM graduated its first two cohorts of master’s students in May 2012 and May 2013 and all had jobs within 30 days.  The US Department of Education, in its 24th Annual Report to Congress noted that 55% of preschool children receiving services under IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) have speech and/or language impairments.  Moreover, almost 50% of school-based speech-language pathologists will be eligible for retirement by 2020.  On the other end of the spectrum are practitioners who work with the aging population. Of recorded hospital stays, 34% are made up of these aging adults. Moreover, 90% of nursing home residents are aging adults.   This is a growing service population for speech-language pathologists that adds to the increase in demand for our practitioners.   The increased incident of strokes, and specifically in bilingual populations, adds a greater need for speech-language pathologists skilled in language assessment/intervention and swallowing disorders. With these statistics in mind, there is an upcoming severe shortage in trained professionals to service individuals with communication needs.  The vacancy rates are highest in lower income, inner city and multi-cultural areas, consistent with the demographics of northern San Diego County.

f. N/A 

6. Student Demand: 
a. As noted above, this program has been running as an option in the MA in Education since Fall 2010. In our first year of operation, we had just shy of 100 applications. In our second year, we had just over 100 applications. From 2012 - 2014 we had over 250 applications in each year. There is a significant demand for this program.  We began operations with 25 students and have expanded to accept 34 in each cohort, due to the growing demand. Reports from sister CSU’s at the state-wide Academic Program Council annual meetings indicate that all programs have over 100 applicants, most for less than 25 seats; however, most programs have anywhere from 200-400 applicants annually, with San Diego State (our nearest sister school) having over 400 applicants this current year. 


b. All eligible students will undergo the same review process to ensure equal access. Financial aid is available to support students. 

c. N/A – as we do not have Bachelor’s level data to report. 

d. Students graduating from this program will be eligible to work as a speech-language pathology fellow in any setting. Individuals MUST have this degree to work as a speech-language pathologist. 

e.  We anticipate taking cohorts of between 28-34 each AY for the next 5 years.  We expect greater than 90% of our students to graduate as is consistent with the first 3 years of our operation. 

7.  Resources: 
a. An appendix with the faculty, including rank, degree, appointment status, professional experience and publications is attached to this document. All of these individuals currently work for the existing program.

b. We currently operate all of our clinics off-site with the exception of one, and utilize campus space for academic and clinical courses.  Our on-site clinic is an adult outpatient clinic that operates out of the University Village Apartments but will move to an office space on Furniture Row in San Marcos in July 2014. This rental is budgeted in our current operations and fully operational. We have consistently run our classes out of the Foundation Classroom Building and faculty offices are located in University Hall.  We do not currently anticipate a need for additional space. 

c. Library Report – the library will procure ComDis Dome which has been expensed in the BS budget. 


d. The only technology and equipment needed for this program would be smart classrooms that are already available on campus and are being utilized currently. 

8. Additional Resources
 a. There will be no additional hires associated with this change as it is a fully operational program. We are in the process of a TT faculty search this year. It has just been approved by the Provost to move forward and with this additional faculty member, we believe we will have sufficient faculty resources to continue administering our program with the quality we have achieved thus far. We do not anticipate additional faculty resource needs. As well, we have an administrative support staff person who has been designated for our program. 

b. Additional lecturers and lab space is not required as we are fully operational.

c. Library Report – the library will procure ComDis Dome which has been expensed in the BS budget.

d. We have a full compliment of assessment and intervention materials and no additional resources are required.  We do have an annual budget of $12,000 for continuing resource needs. 

9. Additional Program Requirements

N/A: This is not an undergraduate degree program.

All of our courses are required. We do not have any electives. They are listed in the order they are offered above, including semester and AY. There are no additional course fees for specific classes.  

 
