Annotated Bibliographies – Summer Project to Prepare for Proposal
Marisol Clark-Ibanez / MASP / mibanez@csusm.edu

1) Identify one or a grouping of topics or subtopics you want to explore related to your thesis idea.

2) Your goal is to have 40 - 50 readings in your annotated bibliography

a. Scholary Books (has citations, has methods chapter or appendix, written by an academic and not by a journalist) 
b. Scholary Book chapters 

c. Journal Articles

3) Additional Considerations

a. Reports – include them in addition to your goal of academic sources
b. Aim to have these sources within 10 to 15 years of the current date

c. Going outside Sociology is fine but keep in mind that your end product must be Sociological; however, sometimes some other field is very over represented in the area of interest (e.g., resiliency research is very psychological but Sociology can do this research too) 

d. If it’s been a while since you have conducted a literature search, consider watching this video I made for a class that details my process when beginning a new research process:

i. http://prawn.csusm.edu/Mediasite/SilverlightPlayer/Default.aspx?peid=9b4e28518918491aa90b8b3efa9e45171d
4) Work on your own in the summer

5) Make an appointment with your advisor or chair for early Fall to go over your findings; be prepared to present what you found interesting and how it relates to your thesis idea
6) What do you write in an annotated bibliography?

a. See the following pages for examples of explanations from other universities
b. What I suggest is:

i. Always write the full citation ASA style (click around this link for some brief examples: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/583/1/) 
ii. Write – in your own words or voice – the parts of the study that seem interesting or relevant; this could be findings, theory, and/or methodological approaches. The idea is that you could go back to this list to write your statement of the problem and your literature review.

iii. After your writing / entry, you may include the abstract, if available; use it as a reminder and supplement and not as a replacement for your own work. 
iv. Within each entry, you can include personal notes to yourself to remind you what you liked about it or how this could translate to your own study. Be sure to indicate your own “take” with some symbol used through out. For example “[[my study could…]]” or “****Use this theory…”

7) Don’t count on meeting with your professor over the summer, but do email updates on your progress by sharing your work or your actual annotated bibliography. Don’t expect feedback but use it as a mini-deadline motivator. 

8) If you download the pdf’s of the articles or book chapters, my recomendation is to create one folder. Also, rename or “save as” each file with authors’ last names, year, and a couple words to describe the article or a fragment from the title itself. If you did a good job, downloading the actual study is not necessary. However, it is a good idea to download the very specific ones that inspire you. 

9) By the end of the summer, you should be able to answer the following questions in terms of the recent research on your topic/s:

a. What is being studied?

b. What can I build upon?

c. What is missing?

Annotated Bibliographies -- Collected by Professor Clark-Ibáñez

****Source: Cornell University Library****

WHAT IS AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY?

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.

ANNOTATIONS VS. ABSTRACTS

Abstracts are the purely descriptive summaries often found at the beginning of scholarly journal articles or in periodical indexes. Annotations are descriptive and critical; they expose the author's point of view, clarity and appropriateness of expression, and authority.

THE PROCESS

Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills: concise exposition, succinct analysis, and informed library research.

First, locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and documents that may contain useful information and ideas on your topic. Briefly examine and review the actual items. Then choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic.

Cite the book, article, or document using the appropriate style.

Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book or article. Include one or more sentences that (a) evaluate the authority or background of the author, (b) comment on the intended audience, (c) compare or contrast this work with another you have cited, or (d) explain how this work illuminates your bibliography topic.

CRITICALLY APPRAISING THE BOOK, ARTICLE, OR DOCUMENT

For guidance in critically appraising and analyzing the sources for your bibliography, see How to Critically Analyze Information Sources. For information on the author's background and views, ask at the reference desk for help finding appropriate biographical reference materials and book review sources.

CHOOSING THE CORRECT FORMAT FOR THE CITATIONS

CUL Publications 7 and 8, MLA Citation Style and APA Citation Style, are available at the Uris and Olin Reference desks. Style manuals for some other formats are also kept in the reference collections. Check with your instructor to find out which style is preferred for your class. Online citation guides for both Modern Language Association (MLA) and American Psychological Association (APA) are available in the Library Gateway's Help section, under the "Research Strategy and Process: Citing sources" link.

SAMPLE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE

The following example uses the APA format for the journal citation:

Goldschneider, F. K., Waite, L. J., & Witsberger, C. (1986). Nonfamily living and 

the erosion of traditional family orientations among young adults.  American Sociological Review, 51, 541-554.

The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result of nonfamily living.

This example uses the MLA format for the journal citation:

Goldscheider, Frances Kobrin, Linda J. Waite, and Christina Witsberger. "Nonfamily Living and 

the Erosion of Traditional Family Orientations Among Young Adults."  American Sociological Review 51 (1986): 541-554.

The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result of nonfamily living.
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Reference Department
URL: http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm
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Annotated Bibliographies

Brought to you by the Purdue University Online Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu.

Definition

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.).

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. Depending on your project or the assignment, your annotations may do one or more of the following:

Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the source. What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? The length of your annotations will determine how detailed your summary is.

For more help, see our handout on paraphrasing sources at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_paraphr.html.

Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to evaluate it. Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is it this source biased or objective? What is the goal of the this source?

For more help, see our handouts on evaluating resources at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_evalsource3.html.

Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic?

Your annotated bibliography may include some of these, all of these, or even others. So it's important, if you're doing this for a class, to get specific guidelines from your instructor.

Purpose

To learn about your topic: Writing an annotated bibliography is excellent preparation for a research project. Just collecting sources for a bibliography is useful, but when you have to write annotations for each source, you're forced to read each source more carefully. You begin to read more critically instead of just collecting information.

To help you formulate a thesis: Every good research paper is an argument. The purpose of research is to state and support a thesis. So a very important part of research is developing a thesis that is debatable, interesting, and current. Writing an annotated bibliography can help you gain a good perspective on what is being said about your topic. By reading and responding to a variety of sources on a topic, you'll start to see what the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to develop your own point of view.

To help other researchers: Extensive and scholarly annotated bibliographies are sometimes published. They provide a comprehensive overview of everything that has been and is being said about that topic. You may not ever get your annotated bibliography published, but as a researcher, you might want to look for one that has been published about your topic.

Format

The format of an annotated bibliography can vary, so if you're doing one for a class, it's important to ask for specific guidelines.

The bibliographic information: Generally, though, the bibliographic information of the source (the title, author, publisher, date, etc.) is written in either MLA or APA format. For more help with formatting, see our MLA handout, available at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html, our APA handout, available at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html, or our handout on other types of formats, available at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_docsources.html.

The annotations: The annotations for each source are written in paragraph form. The lengths of the annotations can vary significantly from a couple of sentences to a couple of pages. The length will depend on the purpose. If you're just writing summaries of your sources, the annotations may not be very long. However, if you are writing an extensive analysis of each source, you'll need more space.

See our handout for sample entries for an annotated bibliography at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_annotatedbibEX.html.

Written by Geoff Stacks and Erin Karper, July 2001. 

The following information must remain intact on every handout printed for distribution.

This page is located at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/general/gl_annotatedbib.html

Copyright ©1995-2004 by OWL at Purdue University and Purdue University. All rights reserved.

 Use of this site, including printing and distributing our handouts, constitutes acceptance of our terms and conditions of fair use, available at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/lab/fairuse.html.  To contact OWL, please visit our contact information page at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/lab/contact.html to find the right person to call or email.

Paraphrase: Write it in Your Own Words

Brought to you by the Purdue University Online Writing Lab at http://owl.english.purdue.edu 

Learn to borrow from a source without plagiarizing. For more information on paraphrasing, as well as other ways to integrate sources into your paper, see the Purdue OWL handout Quoting Paraphrasing, and Summarizing at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_quotprsum.html. For more information about writing research papers, see our workshop on this subject at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/workshops/hypertext/ResearchW/index.html. Purdue students will want to make sure that they are familiar with Purdue's official academic dishonesty policy (http://www.purdue.edu/odos/administration/integrity.htm) as well as any additional policies that their instructor has implemented. Another good resource for understanding plagiarism is the WPA Statement on Plagiarism (http://www.ilstu.edu/~ddhesse/wpa/positions/WPAplagiarism.pdf).

A paraphrase is...


• 
your own rendition of essential information and ideas expressed by someone else, presented in a new form.


• 
one legitimate way (when accompanied by accurate documentation) to borrow from a source.


• 
a more detailed restatement than a summary, which focuses concisely on a single main idea.

Paraphrasing is a valuable skill because...


• 
it is better than quoting information from an undistinguished passage.


• 
it helps you control the temptation to quote too much.


• 
the mental process required for successful paraphrasing helps you to grasp the full meaning of the original.

6 Steps to Effective Paraphrasing

1. Reread the original passage until you understand its full meaning.

2. Set the original aside, and write your paraphrase on a note card.

3. Jot down a few words below your paraphrase to remind you later how you envision using this material. At the top of the note card, write a key word or phrase to indicate the subject of your paraphrase.

4. Check your rendition with the original to make sure that your version accurately expresses all the essential information in a new form.

5. Use quotation marks to identify any unique term or phraseology you have borrowed exactly from the source.

6. Record the source (including the page) on your note card so that you can credit it easily if you decide to incorporate the material into your paper.

Some examples to compare

The original passage:

Students frequently overuse direct quotation in taking notes, and as a result they overuse quotations in the final [research] paper. Probably only about 10% of your final manuscript should appear as directly quoted matter. Therefore, you should strive to limit the amount of exact transcribing of source materials while taking notes. Lester, James D.  Writing Research Papers. 2nd ed. (1976): 46-47.

A legitimate paraphrase:

In research papers students often quote excessively, failing to keep quoted material down to a desirable level. Since the problem usually originates during note taking, it is essential to minimize the material recorded verbatim (Lester 46-47).

An acceptable summary:

Students should take just a few notes in direct quotation from sources to help minimize the amount of quoted material in a research paper (Lester 46-47).

A plagiarized version:

Students often use too many direct quotations when they take notes, resulting in too many of them in the final research paper. In fact, probably only about 10% of the final copy should consist of directly quoted material. So it is important to limit the amount of source material copied while taking notes.

The following information must remain intact on every handout printed for distribution.

This page is located at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/researsch/r_paraphr.html

Copyright ©1995-2004 by OWL at Purdue University and Purdue University. All rights reserved.

 Use of this site, including printing and distributing our handouts, constitutes acceptance of our terms and conditions of fair use, available at

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/lab/fairuse.html. 

To contact OWL, please visit our contact information page at 

 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/lab/contact.html to find the right person to call or email.

Example: Science and Writing 

Emig, Janet. "Writing as a Mode of Learning." The Writing Teacherés Source Book. 2nd ed. Ed. Gary Tate and Edward P.J. Corbett. New York: Oxford U P , 1988. 85-93

In this highly influential essay, Emig argues that writing is one of the best tools for learning as it involves the whole brain in all the processes: doing, depicting, and symbolizing (wording). This essay is the corner stone for many WAC and WID initiatives and the pedagogical theory they are based upon. 

Laszlo, Pierre. "Science as Writing, of Science as Reading?" Substance. 23.74 99-106. 

Lazlo argues that science writing bears a closer resemblance to other forms of writing, in particular literary writing, than might be at first evident. He draws comparisons between the uses of observation, the requirements for an ordered sequence of the elements of the observation, and the reliance upon rhetorical strategies. He concludes that the accounts of the advancements of learning in science should be judged upon criteria drawn from more traditionally literary endeavors. 

Locke, David. Science as Writing. New Haven: Yale UP, 1992. 

The principle argument of the chemist David Lockeés book is that "every scientific text must be read, that it is writing , not some privileged verbal shorthand that conveys a pure and unvarnished scientific truth" (ix). Within this text, he looks at the history of science writing and its development and through this examination problematizes the use of language in scientific discourse. His argument implies a need for critical attention to the rhetorical uses of language in scientific literature and the ways in which this language creates accepted knowledge. 

Woodford, F. Peter, "Sounder Thinking through Clearer Writing." Readings in the Arts and Sciences. Ed. Maimon, Elaine, et al Boston: Little, Brown, and Co, 1984. 

 321  329. 

Peter Woodford's article is reprinted in one of the first books dedicated toward teaching undergraduates to write in various disciplines. This article is a critique of the tendency of professional scientists to write in an inflated prose style which, thorough examples drawn from his teaching, he maintains leads to misunderstanding on the part of the reader. He calls for more attention to be paid to writing at all stages of the research process and paid to the ways in which graduate students are receive their indoctrination into the writing conventions of their discipline.

Created by Julia Romberger, 2000

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/WAC/science_writing.html
****Source: Colorado State University’s Writing Center****

Writing@CSU 

Annotated Bibliography

After a citation or bibliography entry, a brief summary constitutes the annotation in an objective annotated bibliography. Typically less detailed and shorter than the detailed summary that might begin a response paper, a summary as annotation rarely includes any quoted material and instead concentrates on main ideas. The length of the annotation or summary depends on how readers will use the bibliography. If readers are looking for a nutshell statement to help them decide whether to read the article, then the briefest summary will usually suffice. If readers are hoping to learn about the range of articles written about a topic (so that they don't have to read the articles themselves), then annotations usually are longer and include more details from the article.

In a critical annotated bibliography, the annotation includes both the summary as well as one or two lines of analysis/judgment of the published work's worth for a given topic/line of argument.

http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/documents/standsum/pop3c.cfm
Example Critical Annotated Bibliography Entry:

Rosen, Jeffrey. "The end of obscenity." The New Republic July 1996: 6-7.

In this article, Rosen talks about the Internet and the overturn of the Communications Decency Act. He believes the Philadelphia judges who overturned this Act deserve credit for enumerating the possibility of one person corrupting cyberspace with obscenities, but they did not take into account that the public are the ones who decipher what is considered to be obscenity. This article appears in a professional publication that targets readers concerned with law and the government. This article is useful to our research because it has to do with language on the Internet and the censorship of it.

http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/documents/standsum/com3c2.cfm
The above resources were retrieved on Thursday, March 2, 2006. 
