Abstract

Authentic assessment has long been an interest to the researcher. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the practice of authentic assessment and peer assessment in the classroom by comparing project based assessment with traditional assessment models. Quantitative methods were used to collect data. Specifically one class at a middle school was given a project based test and participated in peer assessment reading groups to evaluate the project based test. The same period was then given a traditional test. The students participated in a pre-test survey and a post-test survey. The findings were presented by analyzing the quantitative data generated from the test and the survey. Data analysis showed student preference to authentic assessment, more students believed they retained knowledge following authentic assessment with a peer assessment component, and students performed better using the project based assessment model. Future long term studies tracking student performance utilizing authentic assessment would benefit the research base.
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PROJECT BASED

ASSESSMENT AS A TOOL FOR EVALUATING

STUDENT LEARNING:
An Evaluative Analysis of Classroom Procedure

Research Question

· Is authentic assessment in the form of project based assessment with a peer assessment component a more effective method than traditional testing practices for measuring student learning (is the learning in the doing of the project)?

Hypothesis

· Authentic assessment is a more effective strategy for measuring student learning than traditional testing strategies 

· Using students as peer evaluators increases their learning experience as it prompts them to critically evaluate their fellow students’ work
Review of Literature

· What is authentic assessment

· Authentic assessment as an equitable practice

· Peer assessment as a tool for exploring higher order thinking
Methodology – Comparative Analysis
· 27 students from period three participated in study from Feb. 2009 – April 2009

· Pre-assessment survey

· Students receive a project based assessment

· Students participate in peer assessment reading groups

· Students sit for a traditional assessment

· Post-assessment survey

· Quantitative data from survey and assessment models analyzed in chapter four
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Data Analysis

· Comparative analysis of numerical data generated from project based test and traditional test
· Survey data analyzed and assessed

Interpretation

· Data from both assessment models show a slight increase in student performance from the project based assessment (project based assessment class avg. = 83.8%; traditional test class avg. = 78.3%)

· While quantitative data do not present an overwhelming difference in class performance a logical premise was made that the difficulty level for completing the project based assessment much greater; therefore, the relatively small differences in data generated takes on a greater meaning

· Survey data shows strong student preference to project based assessment and participation in peer assessment take reading groups

· Survey data show students believe they retain knowledge from project based tests to traditional testing models

Conclusion

· Quantitative data show student performance to be at a greater level using the authentic assessment model

· Survey data show students prefer project based assessment to traditional assessment models

· Survey data show students believe peer assessment reading groups to be a fair method of evaluating peer work and participation in peer groups contributes to retention of content

· Authentic assessment with a peer assessment component is a more effective tool for measuring student learning than traditional testing models
