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	Rationale
	Each unit of credit in a course represents approximately 45 hours of student effort (both inside the classroom/laboratory and in work outside of class).  In a traditional semester-length lecture course, students are expected to devote two additional hours outside of class for each hour of lecture, for a total of three hours per unit in every week of a semester.  Intercession is a compacted time period and therefore needs guidelines for the number of units a student can register for so that the work may be completed successfully.

	
	

	Definition
	The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the maximum number of units students can take during Winter intersession.

	
	

	Authority
	The president of the university 

	
	

	Scope
	This policy applies to undergraduate and graduate students and curriculum.
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I. Definitions
A. The length of the face-to-face Winter intersession is defined to be the number of calendar days from the day the campus re-opens after New Year’s Day to the day before the start of the Faculty Preparation Period at the start of the Spring semester, inclusive.
B. The length of the on-line/hybrid Winter intersession is defined to be the number of calendar days from the day the campus re-opens after New Year’s Day to the day before the start of the Faculty Preparation Period at the start of the Spring semester, inclusive.

II. Limits of Course Offerings for Departments
A. A course offered with entirely face-to-face instruction in Winter intersession will begin when the campus re-opens after New Year’s Day and end the day before the start of the Faculty Preparation Period at the start of the Spring semester. Such a course may not exceed the limit on the number of units stated below:

	Length of Face-to-Face Winter intersession

(in calendar days)
	Maximum number of units for a course offered with entirely face-to-face instruction in Winter intersession

	3-8
	1

	9-13
	2

	14-19
	3

	20-24
	4

	25-30
	5


B. An on-line course offered during Winter intersession will begin the day after grades are due for the Fall semester and end the day before the start of the Faculty Preparation Period at the start of the Spring semester. Such a course may not exceed the limit on the number of units stated below:
	Length of On-line/Hybrid Winter intersession

(in calendar days)
	Maximum number of units for an on-line course in Winter intersession

	3-8
	1

	9-13
	2

	14-19
	3

	20-24
	4

	25-30
	5

	31-35
	6

	36-41
	7

	42-46
	8


C. A hybrid course offered during Winter intersession will begin (on-line) the day after grades are due for the Fall semester, with face-to-face instruction beginning when the campus re-opens after New Year’s Day, and the course will end the day before the start of the Faculty Preparation Period at the start of the Spring semester. Such a course may not exceed the limit on the number of units stated below:

	Length of On-line/Hybrid Winter intersession

(in calendar days)
	Maximum number of units for a hybrid course in Winter intersession

	3-8
	1

	9-13
	2

	14-19
	3

	20-24
	4

	25-30
	5

	31-35
	6

	36-41
	7

	42-46
	8


III. Course Registration Limit for Students
A. Regardless of the mode of instruction, students are limited to registering for courses with total units in excess of the limit stated below:

	Length of On-line/Hybrid Winter intersession

(in calendar days)
	Maximum total number of units for all courses in Winter intersession

	3-8
	1

	9-13
	2

	14-19
	3

	20-24
	4

	25-30
	5

	31-35
	6

	36-41
	7

	42-46
	8


B. Students desiring to register for units in excess of the limit stated above must obtain approval for a course overload from the academic advisor. Before approving a course overload, the academic advisor must discuss with the student the feasibility of successfully completing the requested courses in light of the definition of a credit unit. If such requests are denied, appeals may be made to the appropriate college dean (or designee) of their major. In general, only students with superior academic records and a demonstrated need for such excess enrolment will be allowed to enroll for course overloads.
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