MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION THESIS OR PROJECT STEPS Anne René Elsbree aelsbree@csusm.edu
The MA in Education program was designed with the following steps in mind for completing a thesis or project:
1. Identify a social injustice in your educational setting that you can address with research or a curriculum project. The Social Justice Action Plan Assignment in EDUC 602: Schooling in a Multicultural Society Course was designed to help you identify a topic you can address as a change agent through the use of research thesis or a curriculum project. Use other course assignments to help you make progress with your Thesis/Project.
2. Review the educational literature to identify current research and best practices to address the injustice. Locate 15-20 peer-reviewed articles on your topic/injustice.  Sort the information found in peer-reviewed articles into the causes/context of the injustice (Chapter 1) and the solutions (Chapter 2). Make use of EDUC 622: Research Methods to help you draft Chapters 1-3. Narrow your topic to focus on an injustice that you can impact in 1-2 semesters. Use the EDUC 698 Cougar Course Resources: http://community.csusm.edu/course/view.php?id=33. Make an appointment with Education Librarian, Dr. Toni Olivas tolivas@csusm.edu to begin your literature review. She can show you search tips to save time.
3. Identify, secure and meet with committee chairperson. 
a. Send an email to request a meeting with a prospective faculty member. In the email articulate your research thesis 
or project topic, question(s) your work will answer and methods you will use. Share what you have accomplished - attach drafts of chapters 1-3 & IRB & identify what help you need. Send a tentative graduation goal. See the Committee Tips ppt from EDUC 698 cougar course: http://community.csusm.edu/course/view.php?id=33.
b. Meet with prospective committee chairperson at least three (3) semesters before finishing. 
Discuss the viability of your topic, literature review themes, methodology and prospective graduation date.  Create a timeline for chapter due dates. Identify dates that you will meet with your committee chairperson. Discuss who could be your additional committee member. Remember that you want someone that is knowledgeable about your topic/method, but most importantly choose someone that works well with your chairperson & you. 
4. Draft Chapters 1-3 with feedback from your committee chairperson.
a. Draft the Context/Background for your Chapter 1: Statement/Definition of the Problem. Summarize the context of
       this injustice/problem. Provide a chronological background to help the audience see the topic complexity.  
b. Draft the themes for your Chapter 2: Literature Review.  Do not rehash the problem in Chapter 2, but focus on 
the possible solutions. Summarize the research and theoretical ideas related to 3-6 themes that inform a solution. Connect the ideas of all the authors related to the theme. Avoid summarizing each article like an annotated bibliography. Instead, connect the ideas/findings across themes. Lay the foundation for your research thesis/curriculum project. 
c. Outline your Chapter 3: Methodology. Review the template for Chapter 3. Go to Scholarworks and locate 3-5 thesis/
projects that can be models for your methodology. Read the model Chapter 3: Methodologies and identify what would be similar for your methodology.  Draft an outline of what you would include in your Chapter 3. If conducting research, draft an Institutional Review Board, IRB Application & have your chairperson proof it before submitting to the IRB Committee.
5. Writing requires rewriting multiple times.

a. Have your writing reviewed. Share your Chapter 1, 2 & 3 (& IRB) drafts with a 2-3 people: Peer, Faculty Member
       and/or Writing Center Personnel to identify what was done well, what questions arose, and what needs to be polished. 
b.    Revise Chapter 1, 2, 3 and IRB based on the feedback you received. The key to good writing is re-writing. Be open   

       re-writing chapter drafts multiple times. Take a Writing Support Class: EDUC 628/650. Use the Writing Center.
6. Contact perspective committee member. Share your culminating project/thesis topic, predicted timeline, and copies of your chapters. Market yourself. Convince this person you are prepared to complete your thesis/project within timeframe. 
7. Advancement to Candidacy Form. Complete all of your coursework, but your last semester courses (EDUC 650 or 628 & 698): http://www.csusm.edu/soe/graduate/educationgeneral/courses.html . Prior to starting EDUC 698 and after committee approves Chapters 1-3, submit signed Advancement to Candidacy Form (& Program of Study Form) to Student Services (UH 221). Keep a copy for your records. http://www.csusm.edu/soe/currentstudents/formsandresources.html 
8. Follow instructions from Thesis/Project Committee. Register for EDUC 698 in Fall or Spring. Once you register, you must stay consecutively enrolled until you finish. You will earn a grade of RP - Report in Progress until complete. Your committee will act as your primary support, so meet w/ committee chair weekly & to complete 5 chapters by 8th week of EDUC 698. 
9. Prepare and present Thesis/Project at SOE Open House*: Posted on SOE Calendar: https://www.csusm.edu/soe/        *Ed Administration candidates will present in their program courses. Dec 1, 2016 &, Apr 27, 2017.
10. Follow CSUSM Library instructions for Electronic Thesis/Dissertation (ETD) Submission and American Disability Act (ADA) Access Format Compliance.  Instructions & Deadlines: https://biblio.csusm.edu/thesis-submission 
