Topic 4: Student Perspective

- Perception, Types of Obstacles?


- Often in early education, College didn’t not seem attainable


- Students were ridiculed and called names such as “college boy” as though it was a negative


- In many cases, Latino parents never completed a high school GED


- Had internalized that college was for everyone but “us”


- High school councilors did not take time to project into students future


- Colorblind racism was evident from an early age, led to low self-esteem


- Low number of positive Latino male role models


- Family pressure often advocated to provide first and obtain an education later


- Very few highlighted Latinos who have made significant differences

- Barriers and how to overcome them

-Fathers were often role models who lacked formal education


- ESL students deemed as “at risk”, formulated into the self-fulfilling prophesy of no hope for an education


- Low level of knowledge pertaining to college admissions and deadlines

- Worked full time at a young age which impacted grades significantly


- An unspoken stigma of being Latino and its ability to hinder your career


- Created bonds with other peers/ role models with similar aspirations, often ones that were not in fact Latino


- CAMP- Peer mentoring program, supplemental courses, after school programs (Alumni tutoring)


- With the lack of financial, students often had to resort to alternative funding and parental assistance (Did not want to disappoint parents and community members)


- Mistreated within K-12 and did not feel supposed to obtain an education

- How to recruit more Latino Male Teachers?


- Educate underrepresented teachers; eliminate the stigma of being an educator


- Begin implementing programs that bring support from veteran teachers with similar experiences.


- Invest in education and invest in the community

- Make education a more attainable goal rather than an impossible hurdle to succeed

