Name  ___________________________
Date __________________________
GENERAL OPTION MA APPLICATION WRITING SAMPLE
CSUSM School of Education Professional Dispositions

1.  Social Justice and Equity: Candidates appreciate the languages, communities, and experiences learners bring to the classroom. Candidates advocate for and support marginalized communities and individuals.
2. Collaboration: Candidates practice the skills of collaboration in their professional interactions with students, colleagues, parents/guardians/caregivers and those in the wider community. 

3. Critical Thinking: Candidates analyze various professional contexts, resulting in more informed decision-making about professional practice.    

4. Professional Ethics: Candidates make and act on well-reasoned, principled judgments.

5. Reflective Teaching and Learning: Candidates critically review their professional practice and the impact it has on student success.
6. Life-Long Learning: Candidates recognize the need for and are committed to actively seeking new knowledge, skills and experiences. 
Please review the above “Professional Dispositions.”  These dispositions are central to our School of Education Mission, and Core Values. From the very beginning of the program we want you to know that you will be held to developing and demonstrating these attributes while in the MA program.

A. To develop a baseline, score yourself from 1-3 (1=weak and 4=strong) for each of the dispositional areas: 
1.  Social Justice and Equity …………
1
2
3
4

2. Collaboration ……….……….……….
1
2
3
4

3. Critical Thinking ……….…………….
1
2
3
4

4. Professional Ethics ……….………... 1
2
3
4

5. Reflective Teaching and Learning…1
2
3
4

6. Life-Long Learning ……….…………
1
2
3
4


B. In a paragraph, identify one dispositional area that you consider to be your strength and explain why with an example.  Please write in full sentences.  We are considering both writing content and writing quality (graduate level, professional) as we review your writing sample.  Writing can be handwritten or typed.

C. Then in a paragraph, identify one area that you know you need to work on and explain why or how you would work on it. Please write in full sentences.  We are considering both writing content and writing quality (graduate level, professional) as we review your writing sample.  Writing can be handwritten or typed.
