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March 20, 2013
Dear Members of the University Curriculum Committee:
Thank you for this opportunity to make some modifications to the P form for the Geospatial Studies Minor.  This new version of the P form should completely replace the old one, though all of the C forms attached to the original P form should still be considered part of this package.

Both the lower and upper division requirements have been revamped. The overall arc of the minor is to train with technical skills at the LD, then apply those technical skills to geospatial issues in the UD.  The LD requirements are now:
Required Introduction to GIS, LD Preparation Class (3 units), choose one: 

ENVS 210
Research Methods: Introduction to GIS

3
 

GEOG 130
Introduction to GIS and GIS Software

3



Required GIS and Geospatial Technical Skills LD Prep Classes (6 units): 

GEOG 232
GIS Database Management and Data Acquisition
3

GEOG 236
Intermediate ArcGIS: GIS Analysis


3

We plan to offer all of these LD classes on campus.  Equivalent transfer courses, including those from all surrounding community colleges, as well as SDSU, will be accepted.  It is anticipated that these courses will be taught in sufficient frequency for a student who is here for the typical period of time to obtain the minor.  Transfers may not be able to get the minor in 2 years if they have not completed the LD coursework elsewhere, but that is the case with many minors.   My department also plans to offer a more technically oriented Geospatial Certificate through EL; we are currently working on this P form.  The certificate P form will include the same LD classes, thus we predict demand for these courses will increase with the EL certificate, should it also be approved.   Thus, students should have sufficient options for obtaining the minor, both as transfers and CSUSM natives.

The revamped UD description clarifies the intention of this degree to focus on geospatial thinking, not narrowly provide a technically-oriented GIS degree:

Required Geospatial Technical Components UD Classes (6 units):

GEOG 330 
GIS Explorations across the Curriculum

3

GEOG 491  
Geospatial Internship




3

Elective Geospatial Technical Components UD Class (3-4 units), choose one:

BIOL 533   
GIS Applications in Landscape Ecology

4


BRS 301
Research Methods in Border Studies


3

GEOG
320  
Patterns of San Diego County



3

HIST 394  
History and GIS 




3

PHYS 402
Computer Interfacing and Control


4

PHYS 403  
Signals and Systems Processing


3
Elective Geospatial UD Class, (3-4 units), choose one:

ANTH 375
Indigenous Anthropology 



3
ANTH 380
Current Archaeology




3

BRS 300 
Borders: Interdisciplinary Perspectives

3

BRS 330 
Introduction to Migration Studies


3

BRS 364
Trade Routes: Pathways Across Borders

3

BRS 400
Comparative Border Studies



3

BRS 453
Border Water Conflicts



3


ENVS 320
Environmental and Land-Use Design


3

GEOG 305
The U.S.-Mexico Border



3

GEOG 341
Nature and Society in California


3

GEOG 365
Globalization and Trade



3

GEOG 460 
Food Systems and Emerging Markets

3

LBST 307
Children and the Environment


3

SOC 311  
Inequality





4

SOC 313 
Race/Ethnic Relations




4

This rearrangement of the two elective courses into separate categories makes clear the intention to provide geospatial critical thinking skills through technology and disciplinary-based work. Courses required for the UD elective “Geospatial Technical Components” include BRS 301, GEOG 320, and HIST 394, which must include GIS skills.  GEOG 320 was taught this semester and last Fall semester.  With no pre-requisites on these courses, they are accessible to all students.  In addition, the PHYS and BIOL courses are available for students with more specific interests and the proper pre-requisites. The second category, “Elective Geospatial UD Classes,” are not intended to be technical courses, though they may have a GIS component.   Rather, they are classes where critical thinking skills in geospatial analysis apply on a disciplinary basis.
Thank you very much for your attention to these matters and I am happy to answer any questions you may have about this proposal.
Sincerely,

Dr. Kim Knowles-Yanez
Professor of Urban and Regional Planning
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