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Date:			October 15, 2014
Submitted by: 	Pat Stall and Sue Moineau
Re:			Opposition to Suspension of the Physical Education Option in Kinesiology

As per the Academic Program Discontinuance Policy (APC353-09) when there is an objection to a recommendation to discontinue or suspend an academic program, an Ad-Hoc Viability Review Committee is formed to “conduct a special program review focused on issues related to potential discontinuance or enrollment suspension.” The charge of the committee is to review data and supporting documentation and to make a recommendation back to UCC and BLP.  

As per the Program Discontinuation or Suspension Policy, Ad-Hoc Program Viability Review Committee consisted of:
Sue Moineau, UCC Chair
Pat Stall, BLP Chair
Linda Shaw, PAC Chair
Paul Stuhr, KIN faculty member
Jeff Nessler, KIN Department Chair
Janet Powell, Dean COEHHS

The Ad Hoc Committee met three times on September 10, September 24 and October 22, 2014.

Following is a brief summary of the discussion and findings. 

Due to the market-driven nature of education, there has been a decline in demand and enrollment for the Physical Education Option. In Fall 2009, there were 29 students out of 475 Kinesiology majors (6.1%) electing the PE Option.  In Spring 2014, this figured dropped to 10 students out of 328 (3.0%). This decline mirrors the overall decline in employment in recent years in the education field. The significantly reduced demand for courses in the PE option, coupled with the increased demand for other options, resulted in a proposed suspension of the PE option. In the course of the conversation, the committee discovered other reasons for the suspension request, beyond quantitative measures, which are directly related to priorities of the department.

There was a consensus of opinion that the Physical Education Option is a program of high quality. Opposition to the suspension of the program focused on the importance of meeting community and societal needs for healthy living, reducing childhood obesity, and the critical role that Physical Education teachers play in that effort. Additionally, opposition was predicated on the regions need to comply with California Education Code in regard to the required physical education minutes and assessment practices teaches are required to follow in K-12 schools. The Kinesiology department at CSUSM will no longer offer physical education subject matter preparation for undergraduates interested in pursuing this field. To the best of our knowledge, there will be no institute of higher education in San Diego County where an individual can receive subject matter preparation in the field of physical education. Other programs in the area have been suspended for similar reasons.

In the end, all parties agreed, some with reluctance, to uphold the suspension. Due to the high quality of the PE option and the societal needs for healthy living, we recommend that the department continue to discuss and implement ways in which other options include PE focused courses. This might entail some revision in courses as well as in the organization of options. We also recommend that the PE faculty continue to monitor employment demand in the field (particularly in CSUSM’s service area) and student demand to ascertain a point when the program might be reinstated. 

Finally, the committee recommends that the required P-2 form for program suspension be submitted and placed ahead of other curriculum forms in the queue so that the department can make catalogue changes and advise students accordingly.
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