CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 

SAN MARCOS

Procedure for Submitting Proposals for New Options, Concentrations, Special Emphases and Minors

1.
Name of the campus submitting the request, the full and exact title of the proposed aggregate of courses, and whether it is an option, concentration, special emphasis, or minor.

CSUSM, Convergent Journalism Minor (CJRN)
2.
Full and exact title of the degree major program under which the aggregate of courses will be offered, where applicable.

As an interdisciplinary “stand alone” minor the CJRN minor will not be offered under an existing degree program.
3.
Options, concentrations, or special emphases already existing under the degree major program for which the new aggregate of courses is proposed.

N/A
4.
Department(s) to offer the aggregate courses.

School of Arts (SofA), COMM, LTWR, & FMST
5.
Purpose of the proposed aggregate of courses.

There are currently no majors or minors in journalism—no place where a student can get sustained preparation in journalism at CSUSM.  Before Fall 2011, when SofA agreed to house the student journalism organizations, there was no department or program to act as a centralized “home” for the student journalism outlets on campus (print, broadcast & web-based). The purpose of the Convergent Journalism minor is therefore twofold: 1) to offer students an opportunity to develop advanced skills in convergent journalism (print, broadcast,  & web-based) and 2) to provide additional institutional support for the student-run campus news outlets (both by training students who will create the news content and by offering the student media outlets departmental and staff support).  The minor is structured to allow students the opportunity to develop a professional portfolio that is necessary and expected for careers in the field of journalism.
The Convergent Journalism minor utilizes a variety of already-existing courses and support resources across campus in order to offer students a truly interdisciplinary, multi-genre approach to journalism.  Because the proposed Convergent Journalism minor relies on a variety of genres, formats, and approaches to journalism, it necessarily supports SofA’s commitment to interdisciplinarity and emerging technologies. The minor will also help to build community on campus and throughout the region as the students communicate through multi-genre campus news outlets.
The faculty deliberated about the name of the minor very carefully before selecting the name, Convergent Journalism, which reflects the rapidly-changing field of journalism as it manifests in the 21st-century, through multiple forms of media in what is no longer a primarily print-based field.  Because some students may look for the minor under the more traditional name “Journalism,” we received permission from Academic Programs to place a cross-reference in the catalog: students looking for “Journalism” will be directed to the Convergent Journalism minor.  In this way, the name of the minor can remain forward-looking, yet students interested in journalism will still easily be able to find it.
6.
Need for the proposed aggregate of courses.

A free and ethical press supported by professional investigative journalists is one of the cornerstones of a democratic society; at the university level, training students in the practices of professional journalism is therefore a critical part of preparing them to be engaged citizens. At the moment, CSUSM does not offer any major or minor related to journalism, and both COMM and LTWR indicated that they are not interested in developing curricula in the area of journalism (additionally, the “media production” faculty who were in COMM are now part of SofA).  
In Spring 2009, the Student Media Advisory Council (SMAC), co-chaired by Dawn Formo (then Associate Dean of Instruction and Academic Programs) and Dilcie Perez (then Director of Student Life & Leadership), provided a recommendation to the President and Provost about the need for more curricular and institutional support for the student media outlets.  The administration supported the recommendation from SMAC, which in turn catalyzed a committee comprised of faculty (full and part-time), support staff, and administrators that developed the Convergent Journalism Minor over the course of the 2010-2011 academic year.
At present, while there are a few courses in COMM, SofA, & LTWR that deal with topics related to journalism, we do not offer students the opportunity to receive substantial, sustained training in journalism.  For example, before the fall 2011 semester, when SofA began administering The Pride (note that the campus student newspaper name has changed to The Cougar Chronicle), students had to enroll in a LTWR or COMM course or internship in order to write for The Pride, often for multiple semesters as they continued to develop writing and reporting skills (6-12 units), but the LTWR & COMM majors typically only count 3 of those units.  Furthermore, with no journalism major, minor, or certificate and no courses explicitly dedicated to journalism and the campus’ student newspaper, it has taken considerable work for students to find the internship courses noted above. Currently, students writing for The Cougar Chronicle have been taking the generic internship course VPA 495 to write for the paper, with the majority of these student not being able to count these credit hours to a major or minor program elsewhere on campus. The CJRN minor will allow students to take courses in relevant journalism topics while also earning credit towards their degree as opposed to just taking units that cannot be counted towards a specific program other than general units for graduation.  
The CJRN minor will be identifiable to students and will allow faculty to provide students with systematic and on-going training in both the theory and practice of converged journalism.  An interdisciplinary program like CJRN is especially relevant to the rapidly-changing technological environment in which convergent journalism happens in the 21st century.

We have evidence of a small, dedicated population of students who are interested in careers in journalism. Over the past few years, we have typically served between 10-15 students a semester in the former LTWR Pride/Cougar Chronicle internship and in the current VPA 495, but many more students have expressed interest in taking courses in the related fields of journalism (print, broadcast, radio, & web-based).  While the class sizes of the internship have been small but steady, the campus newspaper has had around 50 student volunteers for the past academic year—this indicates a large pool of students who have shown interest in journalism but find the generic internship class not a good fit for their academic plans; a clearly defined convergent journalism program will allow such students to channel their interests into a set of courses that will translate into hands-on, real world experience, but also a program title on their transcripts. Having more course options for students interested in writing for the campus paper is also important to ensure that students can received financial aid and/or meet the requirements for the vocational/tech requirements for veteran’s tuition benefits. Taking a repeatable class for multiple semesters, in short, does not always ensure students with special scholarship or financial aid restrictions can participate to the extent that they would like.  Finally, we anticipate that there will be substantial interest in the minor among Mass Media majors.  Once approved the minor will be advertised to MASS majors as a complement to the primarily theory-based courses that make up that degree.  We anticipate that interest in the minor among MASS students will grow and this will provide a steady stream of interested students in the future. 
The proposed Convergent Journalism minor will be especially useful to students working for The Cougar Chronicle and those majoring in Mass Media because it will provide them with advanced training in convergent journalism and the opportunity to write/produce for the various campus news outlets (print, broadcast, & web-based).  The minor would both serve a demonstrated student need and provide much-needed support to the campus news outlets (which have not always enjoyed the benefits of departmental and staff support).

7.
List of the courses, by catalog number, title, and units of credit, as well as total units to be required under the proposed aggregate of courses.
The CJRN minor utilizes 3 new courses as its core, for which the C-forms have also been submitted as part of the CJRN package.  The rest are already existing courses offered by SofA, LTWR, COMM, & FMST.
Convergent Journalism Minor





21 units total

Core Courses 




9 units minimum; 15 units maximum
	CJRN 101
	News Writing & Reporting
	3 units

	CJRN 301
	Advanced News & Feature Reporting: National and Global Perspectives
	3 units

	CJRN 401A, B, C
	Convergent Journalism Practicum
	1-3 units*


*may repeat course for up to 9 units

Elective Courses 



6 units minimum; 12 units maximum
The College offers a rich mix of theoretical and production electives that support the CJRN minor.  The list of electives provided below divides these courses into two areas: theory and production courses.  Students complete courses selected from the theory and production areas and must complete at least one course (3 units) in each. If CJRN 401 is repeated beyond the core requirement, the repeated course(s) will be counted as a production area elective for the sake of the above requirement.
Area 1: Theory Electives

	COMM 360
	Mass Media & Society
	3

	COMM 426
	Dialogic Communication
	3

	COMM 456
	Leadership and Social Change
	3

	COMM 460
	Visual Communication & Cultural Identity
	3

	COMM 470
	Political Communication
	3

	FMST 100
	Introduction to Cinema
	3

	FMST 300
	Elements of Cinema
	3

	LTWR 337
	American Film and Politics
	3

	MASS 302
	Media Production and Context
	3

	MASS 303
	Mass Media and Technology
	3

	MASS 304
	Global Media
	3

	MASS 322
	Media Power
	3

	MASS 324
	Media Effects
	3

	MASS 452
	Ethical Challenges of the Mass Media
	3

	MASS 456
	Media Critique
	3

	MASS 460
	Political Economy of Mass Media
	3

	VSAR 120
	Introduction to Visual Arts
	3

	VSAR 222
	Survey of World Cinema
	3

	VSAR 307
	Holocaust Art, Photography, & Film
	3

	VSAR 317
	Media Distribution
	3

	VSAR 320
	Public Expression in the Arts
	3

	VSAR 405
	Critical Theories of the Arts in Cyberspace
	3

	VSAR 423
	Critical History of Photography
	3


Area 2: Production Electives
	COMM 340
	Interviewing Principles and Practices
	3

	LTWR 307
	Workshop in Argument and Analysis
	3

	LTWR 318
	Writing in Community
	3

	LTWR 339
	Advanced Expository Writing
	3

	MUSC 304
	Recording Techniques
	3

	VSAR 303
	Introduction to Video Arts
	3

	VSAR 304
	Advanced Video Production
	3

	VSAR 305
	Art and Digital Video for the Web
	3

	VSAR 306
	Video in the Community
	3

	VSAR 308
	Audio Art & Sound Design
	3

	VSAR 309
	Generating Narratives in Video and New Media
	3

	VSAR 314
	Digital Photo Documentary: Production
	3

	VSAR 403
	Interactive Multi-Media
	3

	VSAR 404
	Art & Web Design
	3

	VSAR 422
	Art & Technology of the Moving Image
	3

	VSAR 424
	Media Genre
	3

	VSAR 431
	Digital Editing
	3

	VSAR 432
	Media Narrative
	3

	VSAR 457
	Digital Studio Production
	3


NOTE: Additional courses may be added to this list.  There may also be additional CJRN courses in
the future, as the minor grows, such as CJRN 201: Media Literacy & Cross-Cultural Competency.
8.
List of courses, by catalog number, title, and units of credit as well as total units to be required for the major in which the proposed aggregate of courses is to be included.

n/a—there is no current major in Convergent Journalism 
9.
New courses to be developed.  Include proposed catalog descriptions.

CJRN 101: Foundations of News Writing and Reporting (3 units)
Introduces the basic skills of journalism, focusing on the development of strong, clear writing in news genres, the history of news journalism, media ethics, multi-media literacy, the parameters of free speech within democratic societies, cross-cultural competency, and investigative reporting.  Emphasis on finding, covering, and writing stories for various media outlets, including the campus’ student newspaper.  

CJRN 301 Advanced News and Feature Reporting: National and Global Perspectives (3 units)
Prerequisite: A minimum grade of ‘C’ in CJRN 101

Develops journalism skills for both print and web-based media, with an emphasis on producing content for the print and/or digital versions of the campus’ student newspaper.   Compares national and global perspectives in news reporting.
CJRN 401 Convergent Journalism Practicum (1-3 units; may be repeated for up to 12 units)
Prerequisite: A minimum grade of ‘C’ in CJRN 301
Supports students in reporting, editorial, and leadership positions in campus news outlets (e.g.,
 the student newspaper, hardcopy and online) and provides students with opportunities to apply advanced skills in convergent journalism, with special emphasis on producing convergent content for student news outlets.  

10.
List of all present faculty members, with rank, appointment status, highest degree earned, date and field of highest degree, and professional experience, who would teach in the proposed aggregate of courses.
Fredi Avalos, Lecturer, Ph.D.

Fredi Avalos received her doctorate in Cultural and Media Studies from Claremont Graduate University in Los Angeles. She has been a member of the adjunct faculty for 13 years Dr. Avalos teaches a wide variety of courses in both Communication and Media Studies, including Intercultural Communication, Media and Society, and Discourse, Power and Social Identity. Recently,she has received funding from the Collective Voices organization and is currently developing partnerships with CSUSM students, the International Rescue Committee and the National Latino Research center to teach at-risk high school youth Critical Media Literacy and Public Speaking skills. 
Jonathan Berman, Associate Professor, M.F.A., 2004

Jonathan Berman has been involved in filmmaking for years, beginning his career as a stock footage researcher and assistant editor. He is director and producer of "The Shvitz," a film about the last traditional steam-baths in New York. His film "My Friend Paul," about his relationship with his bipolar best friend, was produced with ITVS, a part of the public broadcasting family. Berman is a graduate of McGill University (B.A.) and Bard College (M.F.A.) and was an artist-in-residence at Sarah Lawrence College. His work has been awarded grants from the NEA, NYSCA, the Jerome Foundation, and a video fellowship from NY State. Broadcasts include PBS, Sundance Channel, Trio Network, Discovery, NIK-TV in Holland, Danish TV, ARTE, and TV-Ontario. Screenings include Amsterdam Documentary Festival, SXSW, Slamdance, Karlovy Vary, Cork, Milan, the Hamptons and many others. 
Bill Bradbury, Professor, Professor, D.M.A., 1994.


William Bradbury is an Emmy Award-winning composer. He received his doctoral degree in music composition from Cornell University where he studied with Karel Husa, Steven Stucky and Yehudi Wyner. While at Cornell he also studied Indonesian gamelan with Sumarsam and Martin Hatch as well as music theory with William Austin and Roger Parker.
Katherine Brown, Associate Professor, Ph.D., 2001


Katherine Brown earned her Ph.D. in (1996) from the Communication Department at 

U.C. San Diego. She joined the faculty of CSUSM in 2001, and teaches Organizational 

Communication; Communication Research Methods and Designs, Communication and 

Collaboration, and Communication Portfolio, as well as the Mass Media core course 

Mass Media and Technology.  In her teaching and research, Dr. Brown draws upon 

Cultural historical and other systems level theoretical frameworks, theories of 

collaboration, organizational communication theory, technology studies and 

qualitative research methods. She has studied the use of communication technologies 

to support collaboration in educational, professional and research settings.
Kristine Diekman, Professor, M.F.A, 1983
Kristine Diekman is a media artist whose work is shown internationally. She is committed to making socially integrated work while exploring issues on a personal level. Her work addresses institutionalization, language, mental illness, somatic experience and feminist identity through documentary, narrative and poetic strategies. She is recipient of grants from New York State Council on the Arts, New York Foundation for Arts, Paul Robison Foundation, Rhode Island State Arts Council, City of San Diego, and California State Council on the Arts. She is Director of Video in the Community, a program in which faculty, students and the community work together to create media projects for positive social change.
Sandra Doller, Assistant Professor, M.F.A, 2003
Sandra Doller is a writer whose books include Oriflamme (2005) and Chora (2010), both on Ahsahta Press, and Man Years (2011, Subito Press). The founder & editor of 1913: a journal of forms & 1913 Press and the publisher of Read: an annual anthology of inter-translation, Doller’s own poetry and prose appear frequently in international literary magazines and anthologies. Doller began her work in Theatre & Dance at Amherst College (1992) and completed a BA in Women’s Studies at University of Washington (1997), an MA in Humanities at University of Chicago (2001), and an MFA in Poetry at the University of Iowa Writers’ Workshop (2003). Before coming to CSUSM in 2007, Sandra taught creative writing, literature, and film at Hollins University, Cornell College, and Boise State University; served as Project Coordinator for Poetry Out Loud; was a Poet-in-Residence in Slovenia; and worked as a Poet-in-the-Schools. Doller has received many awards and honors for her work, including the Paul Engle-James Michener Fellowship, the Summer Literary Seminars Award, the Iowa Arts Fellowship, and Individual Artist Grants from the states of Iowa and Maryland.
Ashley Fogle, Lecturer, Ph.D.

Pam Kragen, Lecturer, B.A. Journalism, 2011

Pam Kragen has two prestigious fellowships in Arts Journalism: The National Endowment for the Arts Journalism Institute Fellowship II 2010 from Columbia University, Graduate school Journalism, and The National Endowment for the Arts Journalism Institute Fellowship II 2005 from the University of Southern California, Annenberg School of Communication, Los Angeles, CA.  She received her B.A. in Journalism with Cum Laude honors in 1985 from San Diego State University and has won several awards in Journalism.  She worked for The North County Times, Escondido, CA 1996-2012 and now works for the Union Tribune.  
Kristin Moss, Assistant Professor, Ph.D., 2005

Kristin Moss holds a Ph.D. in Intercultural Communication and an MA in International & Intercultural Communication from the University of Denver, and a BA in Art/Art History from Kalamazoo College. Her research and teaching interests are in intercultural communication, with an emphasis on dialogic perspectives. In particular, she focuses on cultural identifications and representations, from both interpretive and critical/cultural research perspectives, and the intersections of intercultural issues with various forms of communication, including public art, visual rhetoric, creative forms of expression, and spatial analysis. She also works with intercultural community and conflict, including issues of power and privilege, whiteness, and methods of building intercultural relationships, and the application of such issues in pedagogical contexts like study abroad and faculty exchange. 
Liliana Castañeda Rossmann, Professor, Ph.D., 1998


Dr. Liliana Castañeda Rossmann holds a Ph.D. in Communication from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and an M.A. in International Peace Studies from the University of Notre Dame. She is a mediator and works facilitating public dialogue with community groups. She teaches courses in Communication Theory; Language and Social Interaction; Interpersonal and Intercultural Communication; and Conflict, Mediation and Dialogue.  Her teaching approach derives from the empowerment model in transformative mediation.  Her research interests include storytelling by Mexican migrants, especially as it pertains to the social construction of identity. Her academic work has been published in national (American Behavioral Scientist) and international (Text; Human Systems) journals.  Her recent book “Transcending Gangs: Latinas Story Their Experience,” was published by Hampton Press in 2013.
Martha Stoddard Holmes, Professor, Ph.D., 1996

Martha Stoddard Holmes earned her Ph.D. in English Literature.  She is the author of Fictions of Affliction: Physical Disability in Victorian Culture (U Michigan Press, 2004/2009) and coeditor of The Teacher’s Body: Embodiment, Authority, and Identity in the Academy (SUNY Press, 2003). She has published extensively on the cultural history of the body from the Victorian era to the present, from representations of disability in literature and film to the public culture of cancer.
Deborah Small, Professor, M.F.A. ,1997
Professor Small is an artist, writer, and photographer, devoted to California native plants, gardening, compost, hummingbirds, matilija poppies, evening primroses, ceanothus, and coast live oaks. Professor Small works collaboratively with her art students at California State University San Marcos to help protect native lands, document cultural practices, and learn the native plants so essential to indigenous cultures as well as to the many species who share this particular part of the planet.
Cecelia Uy-Tioco, Assistant Professor, Ph.D., 2013


Cecilia “Lia” Uy-Tioco earned her Ph.D. in Cultural Studies from George Mason 
University. She grew up in the Philippines where she received an A.B. in 
Interdisciplinary Studies with a focus on Communication and Legal Management from 
the Ateneo de Manila University. Dr. Uy-Tioco also has a Certificate in Publishing from 
the Radcliffe Publishing Course at Harvard University, an M.A. in Individualized 
Study/Publishing from New York University, and an M.A. in Media Studies from the 
New School University.  Dr. Uy-Tioco’s research interests are in critical media and 
cultural studies, globalization and contemporary migration, and new media in the 
developing world.

11.
Additional instructional resources (faculty, space, equipment, library volumes, etc.) needed to implement and sustain the proposed aggregate of courses.  List all resources needed for the first five years beyond those currently projected, including specific resource, cost, and source of funding.

The Convergent Journalism minor is largely comprised of courses that already exist and are offered regularly by their home departments/programs.  The campus student journalism outlets themselves have traditionally been funded by ad revenue and IRA funds (and recently, by special funding from the President’s office). Beginning in 2014-15 IRA funds and ad revenue were supplemented by $92,000 from the Office of the President.  Similar levels of funding are expected in 2015-16 and 2016-17.
Students in the Convergent Journalism minor will be able to utilize many resources that already exist on campus to support their multi-media production work.  For example, the 2 video production studios in Kellogg are well-equipped for multi-camera studio production (e.g., news shows, magazine/talk shows), sound-editing (radio pod-casting), and video editing with convergent capabilities.  These state-of-the-art facilities are currently under-utilized, so the Convergent Journalism minor would be increasing student access to already-existing resources.  In addition to IITS resources (e.g., open computer labs & production equipment), students will have access to video and sound equipment and industry-used multi-media software through the Daniels Communication lab and the SoFA production lab.  SofA staff will support the Convergent Journalism students and instructors.
The minor requires the development of 3 new courses that will be required for Convergent Journalism minors, which would replace the various temporary solutions offered in association with LTWR, COMM, & SofA.  Until Fall 2011, students writing for The Pride had enrolled in the LTWR “Pride” internship (LTWR 495), which was a generic internship container not originally intended to be strictly associated with the campus newspaper. Running the newspaper through LTWR 495 was always been a temporary measure to provide a place for students writing for The Pride/Cougar Chronicle to receive instruction and credit.  Subsequently, VPA (now the SofA) offers a generic internship class VPA 495 that has been functioning in a manner similar to LTWR 495; like its predecessor, VPA 495 was also intended to be a temporary solution.  With funding from the President’s office SMAC anticipates being able to offer all 3 courses every semester: CJRN 101 & 301 as 3-unit lecture-style courses, and CJRN 401 as a supervisory course with variable units (1-3).

12.
Proposed catalog description.

Convergent Journalism Minor

The field of journalism is rapidly transforming from a primarily print-based practice to a constantly-evolving convergence of journalistic forms; the minor in Convergent Journalism offers students a strong foundation in the principles and practices of convergent journalism.  Students completing this minor will develop skills in producing content for a variety of news outlets (e.g., print, broadcast,  photographic, and web-based), understand and adhere to professional journalism standards, and produce a portfolio that showcases innovative, inclusive approaches to convergent news content.  The minor provides students with an ethical and theoretical foundation for understanding the social, cultural, and economic milieus in which they cover stories, with a strong emphasis in cross-cultural competency. The minor fuses training in the skills and conventions of professional journalism with interactive, applied experience converged news outlets to encourage the kind of creative flexibility and technological facility required of journalists in today’s continually-changing global market.

Student Learning Outcomes 
Students graduating with a minor in Convergent Journalism will be prepared to do the following:

1) Write proficiently in a variety of journalistic genres and forms, utilizing appropriate grammatical and professional conventions and applying the principles of critical thinking and logical argumentation to produce clearly communicated news content for convergent journalism venues.  
2) Demonstrate knowledge of the history of journalism (especially the development of the major forms of news media, i.e., print, broadcast, radio, and web-based) and the politics of news reporting and convergent journalism representation in local and global contexts.  
3) Analyze written and convergent news texts, paying particular attention to the manifestation of power through journalistic  representations, the relationship between representation and identity, and the politics of cross-cultural communication.
4) Understand and utilize appropriate ethical and professional standards while producing content for publication in campus news media outlets.

5) Produce a professional portfolio that demonstrates a strong authorial voice, successful management of advanced convergent news skills, and a clear awareness of the complicated relationship between news content and emergent journalistic forms.
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