ACADEMIC SENATE
OF
THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY
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March 17-18, 2011

Grade Minima for CSU General Education Courses in the “Golden Four”

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

RESOLVED:

That the Academic Senate of the California State University (ASCSU) support a
minimum grade of C (2.0) in the “Golden Four” CSU General Education areas (Written
Communication/English Composition, Mathematical Concepts/Quantitative Reasoning,
Oral Communication, and Critical Thinking) for both native and transfer students; and
be it further

That the ASCSU encourage the CSU Board of Trustees to wait for faculty input prior to
enshrining such grade minima requirements into Title 5 (as opposed to transfer
admissions, which is already policy albeit not in Title 5); and be it further,

That the ASCSU request that campuses without a minimum grade of "C" (2.0) or better
to receive General Education credit for courses in the “Golden Four” of CSU General
Education consider such policies; and be it further

That the ASCSU use communications from the campus senates to inform potential
actions to endorse changing the criteria in Title 5 for General Education certification
requirements; and be it further

That the ASCSU distribute this resolution to: the General Education Advisory
Committee; CSU Campus Senate Chairs; Directors of Campus General Education
Committees; Leadership of the Academic Senate of the California Community Colleges;
CSU Board of Trustees; Assistant Vice Chancellor for Student Academic Support, CSU;
CSU Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Academic Officer.

RATIONALE: Completion of CSU GE curricula is a requirement of all CSU students.
It is a CSU eligibility requirement to complete the “Golden Four” of CSU GE curricula
prior to admission for all transfer students. Many, but not all, campuses of the CSU
require a minimum grade of “C” (2.0) or better (as opposed to a "C-" (1.7) or no
minimum grade standard) in the “Golden Four” as a campus requirement for native
students. [All transfer students must have a “C” (2.0) or better in the “Golden Four.”
An eventual statewide requirement of a “C” (2.0) or better in Golden Four courses
would create greater parallelism between requirements for native and transfer
students.]

1t is noted that the Academic Senate for the California Community Colleges already has
weighed in positively on encouraging a grade minima of a C (2.0) or better as a
required element of “Transfer AA” degrees (see attachment).

1t is the intention that the Chancellor’s General Education Advisory Committee would
help inform ASCSU action prior to encouraging any such change in Title 5 GE
requirements.
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Feedback to the ASCSU on this issue could be as straightforward as submitting a
statement of existing campus policy or could be a more inclusive commentary of the
status of arguments for and against grade minima in the Golden Four.

Approved Unanimously — May 5-6, 2011



Attachment for AS-3020-11/APEP/AA (Rev)

Resolution 9.09 from the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges 42nd Fall
Session Resolutions (Final Resolutions) [http://asccc.org/events/2010/11/fall-
plenary-session]

9.09 F10 Golden Four Grades in New Transfer Degrees
Michelle Pilati, Rio Hondo College, Executive Committee

Whereas, SB 1440 (Padilla, 2010) has been signed into law, with one of its primary goals to decrease
student accumulation of units as they complete a degree and prepare to transfer;

Whereas, Resolution 4.03 S10 recognized that a “transfer degree” was imminent and called for the
Academic Senate to “strongly encourage all local senates to ensure that students are provided with the
degree options that meet their needs, be that aligning degree requirements with transfer institutions or
offering degrees that serve as preparation for work”; and

Whereas, The California State University currently requires completion in the areas of the “Golden Four”
with a minimum grade of “C” for transfer admission (i.e., A3--critical thinking, Al--communication, A2--
English composition, and B4--quantitative reasoning) but not included in SB 1440;

Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges strongly urge requiring a
minimum grade of “C” in the “Golden Four” in any associate degree for transfer.

MSC  Disposition: Local Senates
Assigned: Relations with Local Senates and Curriculum Committees


http://asccc.org/events/2010/11/fall

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY SAN MARCOS ACADEMIC SENATE
Resolution Urging Amendments to California SB 520, Steinberg (D-Sacramento)
Creating the “California Online Student Access Platform”

Resolved: That the California State University San Marcos Academic Senate affirm the
principle that the State of California established under the California Higher Education
Employer-Employee Relations Act (HEERA) that “academic and professional matters”
be determined by “faculty shared governance mechanisms” (Sec. 3561) rather than
legislatively or administratively; and be it further

Resolved: That the California State University San Marcos (CSUSM) Academic Senate
welcome Senator Darrell Steinberg’s commitment to fostering innovation in teaching
and access to courses in California public higher education; and be it further

Resolved: That the CSUSM Academic Senate endorse the findings in the April 4, 2013
letter from The Executive Committee of the Academic Senate CSU to Senator
Steinberg, which provides useful analysis of the problems in the existing draft of SB
520; and be it further

Resolved: That the CSUSM Academic Senate urge Senator Steinberg and all
interested stakeholders to come together to modify SB 520 to achieve its worthy goals
without sacrificing the principle of faculty control of the curriculum established in
HEERA; and be it further

Resolved: That the CSUSM Academic Senate maintain that SB 520 and any similar
legislation should abide by principles linked to existing academic and professional
standards, among which are:

1. All classes offered for credit in California public higher education should be taught by
faculty-of-record who have been hired and evaluated according to professional
standards established by the three segments’ shared governance

should originate in accredited institutions of higher education.

2. All classes offered for credit in California public higher education should be approved
by the offering campus according to the curricular standards established by the shared
governance bodies on that campus.

3. All classes accepted for transfer in California public higher education should
originate in or be formally approved through established curricular review processes in
accredited institutions of higher education.

4. In order to maintain the quality of coursework used to satisfy degree requirements,
students wishing to substitute coursework from non-accredited institutions/entities for
requirements in California’s institutions of public higher education, should be advised to
use existing mechanisms for credit by exam (or an institution’s alternative such as a
portfolio) to demonstrate satisfactory attainment of course/program learning objectives.



Resolved: That copies of this resolution be distributed to Senator Darrell Steinberg, all
members of the California State Legislature, the Academic Senates and systemwide
administrations of all institutions of California Public Higher Education, the California
Faculty Association, and to the press (San Diego Union Tribune, Angeles Times, New
York Times, Chronicle of Higher Education, Inside Higher Ed).

Rationale

Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg (D, Sacramento) has introduced SB 520
with the laudable goal of creating a “quality-first, faculty-led framework” for online
education targeted toward “rapidly developing innovation in online delivery models” (SB
520, Sec. 1 d and e). This bill would establish the California Online Student Access
Platform under the administration of the California Open Education Resources Council,
(a group of nine faculty originally established under SB 1052 to solicit, review and
approve requests for proposal for open access textbooks for 50 of the most in-demand
courses in public higher education in the state). The bill would require the platform,
among other things, to provide an efficient statewide mechanism for online course
providers to offer transferable courses for credit and to create a pool of these online
courses. The bill does not restrict the definition of online course providers to accredited
institutions of higher education. The bill would require the council, among other things,
to develop a list of the 50 most impacted lower division courses at the University of
California, the California State University, and the California Community Colleges that
are deemed necessary for program completion or fulfilling transfer requirements, or
deemed satisfactory for meeting general education requirements. The bill would
establish the California Student Access Pool, through which students could access
online courses, and would require the online courses approved by the council under the
bill to be placed in this pool. The bill would require that students taking online courses
available in the pool and achieving a passing score on course examinations be awarded
full academic credit for the comparable course at the University of California, the
California State University, or the California Community Colleges. (From Legislative
Counsel’s Digest)

Some provisions of SB 520 intrude on areas best left to academic and professional
personnel and mechanisms as envisioned by HEERA. The April 4, 2013 Academic
Senate CSU letter to Senator Steinberg provides useful analysis of the problems with
the current language in the bill. The CSUSM Academic Senate is particularly
concerned that the bill would allow for the possibility that courses offered by
unaccredited providers of educational content could be used in satisfaction of degree
requirements. In addition, the mechanism SB 520 establishes to approve online
courses for satisfaction of degree requirements does not ensure that discipline faculty
with the appropriate expertise will be responsible for course review and approval.
Faculty in the California State University are already demonstrating their willingness to
experiment with innovative pedagogy and technology, when that pedagogy and
technology are implemented by discipline faculty and subjected to rigorous assessment
and evaluation to aCSUSMre quality and results. Prime examples of that innovation are
the current San Jose State University — Udacity pilot program and CSU Fresno's SPOT



program for online writing instruction. In addition, the CSU is a leader in online degree
programs (more information available at: http://odp.csusuccess.org/ and
http://lwww.calstate.edu/extension/programs/online.shtmlfor examples). CSU faculty
welcome Legislative support and resources to foster innovation and technology in
teaching, provided that the support respects our professional and curricular standards.
The CSUSM Academic Senate looks forward to working with Senator Steinberg and his
colleagues as we move forward to provide our students with access to a high quality
education in the State of California.

Sources
SB520:
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/13-14/bill/sen/sb _0501-
0550/sb 520 bill 20130401 amended sen v98.html

California Higher Education Employee Relations Act
http://www.perb.ca.gov/laws/heera.asp

Academic Senate CSU April 4, 2012 Letter to Senator Darrell Steinberg
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