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Resolution in Response to the Withdrawal of Susan Meisenhelder's Nomination to the CSU Board of Trustees

The following is a response to Chancellor Charles Reed's perceived interference with Professor Susan Meisenhelder's nomination to the California State University's Board of Trustees.

WHEREAS, the Donahoe Higher Education Act of 1960 stipulated that among its other duties, the CSU Board of Trustees was to appoint the Chancellor and the Vice Chancellors for the CSU system, but did not offer a reciprocal arrangement (i.e. that a Chancellor choose his or her own Trustees); and

WHEREAS, Section 66607 of the California Education Code stipulates that "The California State University shall be entirely independent of all political and sectarian influence and kept free therefore in the appointment of its Trustees and in the administration of its affairs"; and

WHEREAS, Chancellor Reed's representative's outspoken personal criticisms of Professor Meisenhelder, such as CSU Spokesperson Clara Potes-Fellow stating that Meisenhelder had "used her position to discredit the university" (San Bernardino County Sun 6 Nov 2003) violates the spirit and letter of Section 66607 of the California Education Code; and

WHEREAS, the Chancellor's office attempts to unduly influence the appointment of a Trustee effectively negates the principles of shared governance upon which the CSU system works; and

WHEREAS, in over two decades of service to the CSU system, Professor Meisenhelder has worked tirelessly as an educator, scholar, and advocate for students and faculty, most recently through her four-year tenure as statewide president of the California Faculty Association; be it therefore

RESOLVED, that the Faculty Senate of California State University San Marcos object to Chancellor Reed's perceived interference in the Trustee selection process; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the CSUSM Faculty Senate express its appreciation to Professor Meisenhelder for the exemplary commitment to the CSU system and its acknowledgment that she is, in fact, a great "friend of the university"; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Faculty Senate of California State University San Marcos forward this resolution to the Chancellor's Office and the CSU Board of Trustees.
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