MENU  OF  OPTIONS


EDML  552/5


As you read this menu of options, the first thing I would like to impress upon you is that the suggestions you see are only suggestions.  The approach I use to run this course is like this:  I am trying to provide an opportunity for you to customize assignments that correspond to your interests as well as fit within the framework and purposes of this course.  Essentially, I have identified 4 types of assignments.  One is the required stuff you see described in the syllabus.  A second type is called Border Crossings.  A third is Professional Growths and the fourth is Written Assignments.  The last 3 types of assignments are explained and described in this Menu of Options along with some suggested assignments.  But if you have an interest you want to pursue that is not on this menu, please present your ideas to me.  We can discuss and negotiate.  When we agree on what you want to do, I might ask you to develop a brief and simple written proposal.  Again, if you have a special interest or you are a creative person that has other ideas on how to do projects, I invite you to talk to me about your ideas.  In short, I encourage you to invent and create something instead of or in addition to what you see on this list.  And you may discover that your ideas cross over several of the assignment types.  This is also welcomed creativity.


You need to study this Menu of Options and craft a plan that suits your interests.  On the third class session, you will submit a contract that specifies the assignments you have chosen to do and the dates by which you intend to submit them.  If you want to get a jump on the term, you can turn in an assignment along with your contract.  Be sure to keep a copy of your contract for yourself.  If you do not hear anything from me to the contrary, you can assume your contract has been accepted.


N.B.  As you develop your contract, please remember the purpose and theme of this course.  Your assignments need to be focused on first and/or second language acquisition, and/or the theory and methods of bilingual education, and/or learning and instruction for learners of English.





NOTES  TO  HELP  YOU  WRITE  YOUR  CONTRACT  AND  PROPOSALS


Please be sure that your contract includes the information and items listed below.  The contract itself is not all that complicated because all you need to specify is


1)	the name of the type of assignment (i.e., Required Assignments, Border Crossings, Professional Growths, Written Assignments),


2)	the name of the assignment (yours if you negotiate a different assignment or the name from the Menu of Options),


3)	the number of points you intend to earn for that type of assignment,


the date you intend to turn in the assignment,


declaration of the grade track you intend to pursue,


the date you have selected for doing your SDAIE peer review,


7)	your printed and signed name in the UPPER RIGHT corner of the paper.





The more challenging part of writing your contract is to manage your time and consider the requirements of the class.  So keep in mind some factors as you plan your contract; obligations and special events in your personal life, deadlines and special projects in other classes and/or your work, and “turn around” time (see note #3 under Grading in the syllabus).





The remainder of this menu is organized into three parts – each describing one of three types of assignments.  Each type is followed by a list of options from which you can choose.  Again, please keep in mind that I would like you to tailor this course to your special interests and talents.





WRITING FORMAT


All written assignments done outside the classroom must be typed, double-spaced, and have 1 1/2 inch headers, footers, and margins.  This format is important so that I have enough room to dialogue with you as I read your paper.


For me to clearly understand what I am reading and to know how to post it on your contract, you also must clearly identify in your cover sheet or heading what type of assignment you are asking me to read (e.g., Border Crossing/Cutlural Tour, Written Assignments/Academic Reports/Abstract, etc.).


In reading your work, I have some fairly specific features I watch for as I read.  The points I assign to your work are based on these features.


1)	Readability, organization, flow, rhythm, wording of the paper.  Included here are other more specific features like style, standard spelling accuracy, grammar, punctuation, sentence structure.


2)	Clear yet brief description of the event or experience that prompted your writing.


3)	Reflection!  I want to know how the experience or event changed or affirmed your thinking about issues concerning language and/or cultural diversity.  The question that may help you frame your writing is How has this event, experience, reading better informed you as a multicultural educator?  I look for indications of how the event or experience has given you ideas that you will fold into your pedagogy.  This is the ESSENCE of nearly all writing you do for this course.


Note:  I am a very deliberate, attentive, and diligent reader.  My best reading and feedback is given to papers that reflect the same deliberation, attention, and diligence on the part of the writer.  Please allow yourself time to proof and edit your work.  I should never be the first person who reads your piece.  If I get the sense that I am the first person to read your piece, you will not be happy with the results (points).





BORDER  CROSSINGS.


Too frequently, teachers know little and have little contact with the families, children, and communities they serve.  This is especially the case for European American teachers who teach in communities of color.  The goal of the Border Crossing Assignments is to get you out of your linguistic and cultural comfort zone and into visits with communities and people with whom you have limited to no experience.  In reading the suggestions that follow, I think you will see what I am looking for in a Border Crossing Assignment.


Community Action (10):  Spend a day or so volunteering in a community action agency – storefront school, shelter for homeless or battered families, juvenile residential or detention center – and see how children who come from such experiences do in school.  Of course you should find an agency/program that serves communities who speak a language other than English so you can stretch your language borders as well.


Community Tour (10):  Select a community or neighborhood that is linguistically different from your own.  The experience is meaningful only if you select a community that you have never or rarely visited.  Tour the community in a car and then walk the streets.  Ride a public transportation vehicle.  Enter the stores and other public buildings and walk around.  Take notes of the signs, vehicles, activities of people, impressions that strike you.  Define and describe the community and write about your experience and impressions.  


The purpose here is for you to try to interpret the meaning and elements of the deeper culture from some of the visible, auditory, and other impressions you gather as you visit the community.  Record also how you are reacting as people notice your presence.  Try and tell what you see might influence the schooling performance of children who live in this community.  Lastly, write about how this community tour has changed your understanding of children who come to your school and classroom from these communities.  As I read your report, I will be looking for these four points.  You are encouraged to add more.


Cultural  Event (10):  For this assignment, you are to participate in a cultural event in an underrepresented community that is different from your own.  You may go to a Latino dance event, a quinceañera, a play put on by an African American troupe in an African American neighborhood, a pow-wow, etc.  Like the other projects in “Border Crossings”, the intent is to get you out of your cultural comfort zone and into some ‘cultural stretching’.  The cultural event will have meaning for you only if you choose an event that requires you to attend in “their” neighborhood which means you might be one of only a few people from your primary community.


In your written report, you are to describe the event, why you picked it, and your critique of the event.  Also, tell what you learned about yourself and how you felt.  Did you learn anything that gave you insight into the culture of the community you visited?  Finally, tell how the impressions you gathered and what you learned will make you a better educator.  In reading your report, I will be looking for these points. You are encouraged to add more.


Ethnographic Interview  (15):  This project requires you to interview a person who is from a historically  underrepresented language community.  A “historically underrepresented community” means a community that has historically been underrepresented/disempowered in schools and society in general.  Typically, such a person might be a Native American or a Latino American from the Southwest.  Some Latino and Asian immigrants might also be good respondents for your interview.


The spirit behind and purpose for this project is to have you talk to a person who is culturally, and perhaps racially and linguistically different from you and, presumably, therefore has a different experience, outlook and perspective on schooling and language.  In a sense, this assignment asks you to talk across cultural, linguistic, and perhaps even racial borders much the same way we expect people of color and community language speakers who enter our schools and classrooms to talk to us across cultural, linguistic, and racial borders.  This is a difficult assignment for many people but the rewards are great.  Please do your very best to find an interview respondent who fits the spirit and intent of this assignment.  I would suggest that fellow educators and parents of students you teach would be a place to start the search for a respondent.  Please note, however, that your respondent should not be somebody you know well.  To really push out your “borders”, I am asking you to interview someone you don’t know.  Obviously, you cannot be graded on the quality of your respondent’s answers and perceptions, but you will be graded on your choice of respondent in terms of her/his “fit” with the spirit and purpose of this assignment.


A complete project must include 5 parts.  If you choose to team with another student in doing this project, you must turn in your own transcription, plan and protocol, ethnographic notes, and RASA.  You will need to record the interview on a CASSETTE tape and turn in the tape.  Secondly, you must transcribe two one-minute segments of the interview from your recording.  Choose a one minute segment from near the start of the tape and a different one minute segment near the middle to the end (two minutes total of transcription).  Right after you complete the interview, sit for a few minutes and take down some ethnographic notes.  These notes ought to be written right after you and the respondent have parted company.  These notes will help you later when you write your RASA.  The fourth part of the project is the interview plan and protocol that I return to you before you do your interview (see below).  The fifth piece of the project is a Reflection, Analysis, Self-Appraisal Paper of your interview experience.  This “RASA” paper should address:


1)	The technical quality of your tape recording.  Are the speakers voices heard clearly?


2)	Your role as interviewer.  Did you lead the interview well by using such techniques as wait time, and allowing the respondent to “birdwalk” yet bringing her back to your protocol?  Was the interview more like a natural conversation or a formal dialogue? 


3)	The changes you would make if and when you do another recorded interview.  The question to address is, “If I were to do this assignment again, what would I do differently?”


4)	Your reflections on the experience.  Personally and professionally, what did you come away from the experience with that you did not have before the interview?  Very essential to this discussion are your comments about what, if anything, this experience has taught you about teaching in language diverse schools and classrooms.


When you write up your contract, please note that this assignment requires two entries.  One deadline is for the final project as already described.  Another deadline is for the Interview Plan and Protocol.  The plan and protocol must be submitted at least four class sessions prior to your project date so that I have a chance to give you feedback and support on your plan before the actual interview.  The Interview Plan and Protocol need not be hugely detailed, but must include 


•	a description of how and why you chose your interviewee,


•	a statement that tells how your interviewee fits the spirit and purpose of this assignment,


•	a personal statement that tells your understanding of the purpose of this assignment - what you hope to gain by doing it,


•	a copy of the protocol you intend to use for the interview.  (I have some samples you can borrow if you want some ideas of questions you can use.)


Guest Presenter (10):  Do you know someone who would spend an hour with our class as a presenter?  The person would need to have some special experience and/or expertise on language acquisition and/or bilingual programs and models.  While I appreciate the fact s/he would be volunteering her time, I have to insist that you bring a plan or outline of the presentation.  Because of time constraints, a maximum of two guests for the semester can be scheduled.  These two slots will go to the first two students who make arrangements with me and calendar the visit.


Home Visit (15):  Visit the family of a student in one of your classes.  Know the student, have something to report to the family about how s/he is doing in school and do something REALLY radical - find out what you can do in school to support how the student is learning at home.  Your written report for this assignment should include some of the same features and “essences” as ones already mentioned.  On a handout you can ask me for, I have some ideas and questions that can help you set up the home visit.


Listening Immersion/Think Aloud (15):  On two separate occasions, one with the radio, one with a video or T.V. program and each lasting 1.5 hours, you are to listen and take notes.  Tune into a station where the language used is one you do not know.  Take notes about the experience while it is happening – recording what you are thinking and how you are reacting (this is the “think aloud” part.)  To maximize your learning and understanding for this assignment, you must pay attention to the programming – not using it as background noise or as you drive.  Write a paper about the experience, using your notes.  Be thinking about how your experience compares to students learning in school.


A Track students have to get at least 12 points in this type of assignment and B Track students must get at least 10 points.  Unless you choose to do the ethnographic interview, you must do two different assignments of this type to generate the points.





PROFESSIONAL  GROWTHS


You are becoming a teacher.  If you are becoming a reflective, analytic, and effective teacher, you will ALWAYS be becoming a teacher.  What I mean here is that you will always strive to improve what you are doing and the way you are doing it – you will never be entirely satisfied with your pedagogy.  In this type of assignment, I want you to carry out some research and activities that will enhance and improve your instructional strategies, techniques, resources, and materials.  As you read the suggestions, you will see what I mean by professional growths.  In considering what you will do to design Professional Growth Assignments, keep in mind 2 factors I have mentioned earlier.  One, what you see below are only suggestions.  Should you have an interest or idea that is not on this list, please bring it to me so we can discuss it.  Two, if you decide to create your own assignment, be sure it centers on the goals and parameters of this course.


IMC or Other Learning Resource Visits (20):  Think about visiting a county or regional IMC or similar resource that has a collection of curricular materials suitable for bilingual/multicultural classrooms.  An example of this kind of visit is the collection of children’s and juvenile literature at CSU/San Marcos. Requirements for satisfactorily completing this assignment include;


• making the visit with one or two partners.  Your partners don’t need to be from this class, but that would be preferable,


• preparing a written plan as to what you hope to gain from making the visit,


• writing a report of what you found and the usefulness of the resource.


Leadership and Creativity (15): If you have a special project, point of interest, or contribution you would like to make to this class, develop a proposal and let’s talk about it.  It may be something you do on your own or you may like to work in partnership with another student or 2.


Lesson Plan Share (5):  Maybe you have or will come across a really cool and interesting lesson plan or way of presenting a lesson.  If so, share it with the class by making a 5 minute description of the plan and give the class a handout so they can take it with them and use the idea later.


Materials Analysis (15):  Select readings used in class where you are student teaching.  From each of 3 different reading sources (3 different subject areas or different books and texts used in the same subject area), list 10 terms or key concepts from each book/lesson that you think might need special clarification for all students.  Then list 10 terms or key concepts from each book/lesson that you think might need special clarification for studuents who speak a community language.  These terms/key concepts ought to be CAREFULLY chosen – ones that English speakers would be LIKELY to know and English language learners NOT likely to know.  Be sure to identify grade level, text, and subject area in your report.


Participation, Observation (20):  Visit another school or another teacher’s classroom.  Attend a local, regional, or larger teacher conference.  Or perhaps you can think of a similar activity or create your own option.  The only factor that must guide your thinking regarding this option is that the Participation, Observation must be done in a multicultural, bilingual, SDAIE, and/or ESL type of setting.  Another consideration is that for this assignment, you are asked to do something that is NOT required or expected of you as a teacher.  Please bear in mind that the intent of this assignment (and all others for this course!) is to support and encourage you to visit or participate in an activity that you would not otherwise do so that you gain some additional experience and perspective as an educator. Prepare a written report that tells why you made the choice, a description of the place/experience, and how the assignment will help you as a teacher.


Policy Meetings (20):  You may choose to attend a district board meeting (doesn’t have to be your district), parent organization meeting, Bilingual Advisory Committee, or special program meeting of some kind.  Again, to make this option count, the meeting or part of the meeting must touch on the topics and concerns of this course. Prepare a brief report to the class and hand in a copy of whatever notes or outline you follow in giving your report.  Please keep in mind what I said earlier in the Participation/Observation option.  Going to a policy meeting should be an activity you do that is not required of you as part of your job or student teaching.  The idea is to stretch and add to your professional development.


Resource Share (5):  If you know of or find a “hot” resource, activity, or lesson that you feel others would like to use in their classes, prepare a maximum 5 minute description/presentation to the class. Your presentation should be accompanied by appropriate handouts, references, ordering information, etc.  Again, the Share must connect to the material, concerns, and issues we study in this course.  Please hand in a copy of whatever notes or outline you follow in giving your class report.


Video Watch (10):  Choosing from the suggested Video List (ask for one), you and a partner or two may select to watch a video.  Requirements for satisfactorily completing this assignment include;


• watching the video with a classmate or two (or at least conferring after you and your partner(s) watch the video,


• writing a short report in which you will need to give not only a brief description of the contents of the video, but more importantly tell why this video is important to understanding or affirming multiculturalism or language diversity,


• being ready with your partner(s) to answer some questions in class the week after you turn in your report to me.


A track students need to collect at least 17 points for Professional Growths Presentations and B track students need to collect 13 points.  Unless you acquire the minimum number of points you are working for by doing only one of the assignments of this type, you must choose at least two different assignments.





WRITTEN  ASSIGNMENTS


Written Assignments are split into three writing genre; Reflective Writing, Academic Reports, and Professional Writing.  In all writing for this course, I read your piece comprehensively and critically taking the role of your reader and coach.  Most of my students say that compared to what they are used to seeing, my written feedback is encouraging, supportive, and comprehensive.  My intention is to get you to write freely - with a low affective filter.  But the piece MUST conform to the guidelines of this syllabus and MUST meet the minimum writing standards of graduate level students.  If you are not satisfied with the points you earn on an assignment, you have the option of doing it again to “fix” it (see the syllabus).    I am not interested in punishing anyone for writing, but I am committed to coaching and guiding students who are becoming teachers into improved writing.  I am also committed to maintaining a standard commensurate with graduate level scholarship.


I would like to remind you again.  In reading the suggestions that follow, you are encouraged to think independently and create ideas of your own and then discuss with me what you have in mind.  Think, too, that your idea(s) may cross over into other types of assignments you have read about in this Menu of Options.


REFLECTIVE WRITING.


Interactive Journal (10):  Journal entries must address issues, themes, or events that are about language and/or multicultural concerns.  While the RAP (see above) is about more global issues having to do with education, the journal is a reflective piece about your life as an educator - issues that you as an educator are dealing with.  A Journal is NOT a diary.  I am not interested in reading a report of your activities for a day or week.  I want to read about a problem or a success you have had as a professional and I want to read about how you intend to resolve the problem or duplicate the success.  In duplicating a success, I will be VERY interested in how you address the simple but compelling question WHY the success WAS a success.  Please remember that Interactive Journals are under the genre Reflective Writing.  Hence, a journal may include some descriptive writing for purposes of “setting the stage”, but the essence of a journal (as with all written assignments in this course) is your reflection.


Turn in each of your 2 journal entries at different times – and write each of the 2 due dates on your contract.


N.B.:  If you know how to work on the web, you should consider doing a dialogue journal with me and/or bulletin board with me and fellow students.  I am just learning how to do this and would like students to consider the cybernetic system as an alternative to “me/you” paper dialogue.  If one or a group of students is interested in this, let’s talk.


Personal History (10):  For this assignment, you need to write a narrative essay about your own life, describing the experiences that have shaped your views of race, culture, and language differences.  Reflecting on your own experiences, write about what and how you learned about prejudice and racism.  The purpose of this assignment is for you to explore within yourself your identify as a learner, a teacher, and as a member of your cultural group.  Please include specific examples of events or situations that shaped your views about human diversity.  Try to situate your examples in the context of your assumptions and beliefs about schooling, learning, and education.  You are encouraged to relate these examples to class discussions, readings, and other sources.  This assignment requires that you work with at least one partner.  I want you to share your history with someone you know or want to know in class.  Students have been emphatic in telling me that the real reward in doing personal histories is sharing them with others.  The sharing tends to open a new perspective and create a strong bond in the connection between people.  Certainly I can vouch for this as I read the histories!!





ACADEMIC REPORTS.


Book Report (18):  If you have been considering reading a book that fits within the purview of this course, now is the time to read it.  In your written report, tell 5 lessons you either learned or had affirmed by the book and tell why a teacher who wanted to learn more about language and/or cultural diversity should read this book.  Report how reading the book can shape and influence a teacher’s classroom practices.  And, of course, tell the name and author of the book.  If you don’t have a book in mind and are searching for suggestions, see me.


Case Study  (18):  You may choose a student, a policy, or an event that interests you.  The purpose of the case study is to have you do an in-depth and historical study.  The intent is that by doing some investigating, you will come to a better understanding of the child, policy, or event.  To do a case study, you need to do some background or historical work on your subject.  This might mean a study of a cum folder and/or interviews of parents, teachers, and/or other people who have/had a role in your subject’s current status.  If you choose to do a case study, I recommend strongly that you confer with me to set up a plan so that you and I have an understanding of how you intend to carry out the assignment.  I have samples of case studies that you can borrow so that you can see how other students have organized and presented the project.


Complementary Reading and Report (18):  When I prepare my lesson plan for a class meeting, I almost always make reference to the works of others who complement the reading we are discussing in class.  You may choose to read one of these authors.  I can loan you a copy of the reading.  Your job will be to read the piece (preferably with at least one partner) and then make a five point, 10 minute presentation to the class.  If you opt for this assignment, you need to talk to me so we can decide the reading and topic you wish to do.  Study the list of topics for class meetings and the table of contents of the texts we are using.  These sources might give you ideas.


Reading Abstracts (5 or 10):  You may choose to write abstracts of readings.  Each abstract must include reference information so that I or any other reader of the abstract could find the piece you are abstracting.  If you are abstracting a chapter from a book, you need to provide complete references for both the book and chapter.  You can write an abstract of a class reading (5 points) or a reading of your own choice (10 points).


Reading Journal  (18):  You can earn up to 6 points for each entry.  An entry is your writing about a weekly reading assignment given in class.  You can use your own format, but one I would suggest is for you to compose a question about the reading, and then answer the question.  The answer could/should draw upon your understanding of the reading, points we have discussed in class, and your own perspective and experience.  Turn in your entries one at a time - and write on your contract the 3 different dates you will turn in each journal entry.


Research Report (12):  From your own library research on a topic of your choice or from the readings you borrow from me, you might like to write a report.  Each report is to have four parts; 


abstract: A short synopsis of the major purpose and findings of the piece.  An abstract merely tells the reader why the author wrote the article and highlights the major findings and conclusions.


critique or response: A chance for you to give your feedback on the article and points made by the author.  If you were writing a letter to the author about the piece and giving her some challenges, questions, or suggestions, . . .


connection to other readings and/or classroom discussion: A statement that shows some connections and synthesis with other material, ideas, concepts that we have touched on in the class.


Implications for learning and instruction: A statement that tells how the piece can help teachers improve what they do in their classrooms and/or schools.  The essence of your writing and analysis.


Web Surfing (10):  Surf the web for sites that provide information and discuss issues relevant to this course.  Remember, though, your research must be relevant to the goals and purposes of this course.  You can make a brief report to class (10 minutes) with handouts, or write a paper and submit it to me.  In your report or paper, you must select 1 to 3 sites that as a teacher, you would use in class and then tell how and why you chose them over the others you discovered.


PROFESSIONAL  WRITING.


Grant Proposal (18):  Perhaps you and a colleague have discussed writing a grant proposal for a special idea or program for your school or district.  Write the proposal as an assignment for this course!  Of course while I would prefer you write a grant based on something that closely connects to what this course is about, I am open to negotiate something more remotely connected.   For this option, you need to work with at least one partner.  This option requires a proposal, so please bring me your ideas so we can discuss them.





A track students need to get 15 points in Written Assignments, B track students need 10 points.
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