
Academic Policy Committee
MINUTES
09/04/13
MARK 322 – 10:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Voting Members Present: Ranjeeta Basu, (Chair, Sept-Oct), Salah Moukhlis, David Barsky 

Ex-Officio Members Present: Regina Eisenbach, Lourdes Shahamiri, Sarah Villarreal, David McMartin, Thomas Swanger, Gerardo Gonzalez, Saul Serrano.
Members Absent: Pam Bell
Guests: Vivienne Bennett
I. Introductions: 

Introductions were made.
II. Senate Chair’s Remarks: 
All members were invited to attend Senate meetings. Since Ranjeeta Basu, interim chair of APC, cannot attend EC other APC voting members were invited to attend when possible. David Barsky and Salah Moukhlis both agreed to attend the EC meetings in rotation and serve as APC liaison on EC until Chet Kumar returns as APC chair later this semester.
III. APC Chair’s Report:
No report
IV. Other Reports:
No reports
V. New Business
a. APC Representative for EC: Discussed earlier.
b. APC Representative for Working Group on Academic Scheduling: Waiting to hear back from Vivienne  Bennett.
c. Prioritize Referrals to APC for 2013-14: Each referral was discussed.
Referral #1: Requests by Robert Carolin, Executive Director, Global Education

a. Policy for demonstrating English language competence for international students  

b. Insurance requirements for dependents of int’l students 
Discussion: It was discussed that part a. is a simple change required to bring us in compliance with EO 1082. Part b. did not seem to be a policy matter therefore did not require any action from APC.

Action: Thomas Swanger will take the lead on part a. and bring it back to committee at our next meeting on Sept. 18.

Referral #2: Winter intersession: maximum number of units students may take; maximum number of units faculty may teach, and minimum length of the intersession. 

Discussion: Winter intersession this year will follow the policy approved by the Senate and signed by the Provost and President at the end of academic year 2012-2013. Therefore it was too late to change the policy at this point. Instead APC will gather feedback from faculty teaching intersession this year regarding the new policy.  

Action: APC will get a list of faculty teaching in Winter intersession in academic year 2013-14 and then contact them for their feedback in early spring.

Referral #3: Create policy for program review and annual assessment process for fully online degree programs.

Discussion: APC looked at the charge of PAC decided that there was some ambiguity regarding whether this task is under the purview of PAC or APC. We decided that PAC should take the lead on this task and then work with APC as needed. 

Action: Ranjeeta Basu will contact PAC chair, Linda Shaw and inform her that APC recommends that PAC take the lead on this task.

Referral #4: Graduate Student Course Load Policy.
Discussion: We discussed that this task was more of a procedural issue rather than a policy one and therefore APC will not act on it. 

Action: Referral was withdrawn by Gerry Gonzalez.

Referral #5: Conflict of Interest
Discussion: We discussed that this was probably a small task and given the time sensitive nature of it decided to put it on the agenda for our next meeting
Action: Members will review APC’s charge in the Constitution and By-Laws and consider where conflict of interest can occur. We will discuss it at our next meeting on Sept. 18.

Referral #6: Dual Listing of LD and UD Courses


Discussion: We discussed that we can use the policy on dual listing of UD and graduate courses as a template for writing a policy on dual listing of LD and UD courses. However there are issues that need to be discussed such as the fact that LD courses can also be taught at the community college level and dual listing of LDGE courses might create additional issues.

Action: David Barsky will take the lead on this task and bring it back to committee.

Referral #7: Policy that defines online and hybrid courses


Discussion: We discussed that the definition was too vague and needed more clarity for WASC purposes. We also discussed the difficulty of tracking hybrid courses and monitoring how a course is taught each semester in terms of percentage of time outside the classroom.
Action: Regina Eisenbach will take the lead on this task and bring it back to committee.
Referral #8: Challenge Exam Policy Revision (unfinished business from 2012-13)
Discussion: We discussed that this business was not concluded last year because department chair for Modern Languages was not able to come to an APC meeting and explain the problem. 

Action: Ranjeeta Basu will extend an invitation to the Department Chair of Modern Languages to attend an APC meeting sometime this semester. 

Referral #9: Definition of summer full-time student course load (unfinished business from 2012-13)
Discussion: We discussed that this business was not concluded last year because making a change for one group would have repercussions for all students. We decided to leave it alone and make no changes.

Action: This task was taken off the task list.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.
Next Meeting: September 18, 2013 at 10:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. at MARK 322

