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LTWR 210: Introduction to Global 
Literature 
California State University San Marcos 
Spring 2011, MW10:00-11:15 Markstein 
Hall 201 
 

Instructor: Salah Moukhlis 
Office: MARK 126K 
Office Hours: M1:00-2:30/W12:45-1:15 
and by appointment  
Office Phone: (760) 750-8081 
E-mail: smoukhli@csusm.edu  

 
 
Catalog Description: 
Introduction to Global Literature 
Survey examining literatures from various parts and cultures of the globe, such as 
Europe, Asia, North and South America, and Africa. Introduction to literary analysis of 
global texts. 
 
Course Description 
The aim of this course is to introduce students to a variety of texts from different parts of 
the world and from different literary traditions. We will pay specific attention to the 
major cultural, social, and historical conditions behind the production of the literary texts 
that we will discuss. We will also cover essential components of identity construction 
such as race, ethnicity, gender, and class.  
 
Course Objectives 

• To be introduced to different cultures and civilizations through literature 
• To develop an understanding of how issues of race, gender, and class play a major 

role in identity construction and self-awareness  
• To develop an understanding of how authors  represent themselves and their 

environment in fiction 
• To make connections between past and present and between different cultures 
• To develop a critical response to works of fiction 

 
Learning Outcomes 

• Students will be able to understand the importance of difference within our 
current global culture 

• Students will analyze and critically interpret texts from different parts of the 
world. 

• Student will understand the nature of cultural identity construction along different 
geo-historical landscapes 

• Students will be able to negotiate their own cultural representations in a global 
context 

• Students will recognize the impact of history, politics and social value systems on 
how different cultures view themselves and view others  

• Students will develop critical and analytical strategies to help them engage 
literary and cultural production  

 
General Education Student Learning Outcomes  
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• Students will be able to both analyze and interpret the ways the ways in which the 
humanities engage issues of human existence and human diversity (race, 
ethnicity, gender, sexuality, and/or dis/ability). 

• Students will explore how humanistic traditions and methods inform our 
understanding of the social world and foster critical evaluation of social, political, 
economic and/or environmental influences on human life. 

• Students will apply a theoretical, critical, and analytical perspective to the fiction, 
poetry, and drama, in order to interpret and appreciate the humanistic traditions of 
diverse cultures and peoples. 

• Students will articulate how theoretical approaches come to play in the creation 
and analysis of works in the humanities. 

• Students will use accepted research methods to analyze and interpret cultural 
formations, ranging from works in the humanities, to historical processes of 
development and change 

 
 
Required Texts 
Davis, Paul et al. eds. The Bedford Anthology of World Literature: The Modern World, 
1650-The present (2). Compact edition.  
 
Course Requirements and Grading Policy 
 

1. Class participation (10%) will be based on your attendance, your contribution to 
class discussion and the quality and substance of your comments. If you miss 
more than two weeks worth of classes your grade will be lowered by one 
grade (for example a B will be lowered to a B-). Any subsequent absence will 
further lower your grade and if you miss more than four weeks, you may fail 
the course. There are no excused absences. 

2. Group oral presentations: (10%) at the beginning of the semester I will divide you 
into groups of three or four and you will have to sign up for a time slot for your 
oral presentation.  These are fifteen-twenty minute oral presentations to the rest of 
the class introducing the materials assigned. For your oral presentation you need 
to research the topic you have signed up for. Your presentation will briefly 
introduce the reading and its socio-historical context, critically comment on its 
major themes, and end with raising questions for further class discussions. If you 
have questions, please meet with me at least one week prior to the date of your 
presentation and I will discuss with you the general guidelines and answer any 
questions you may have.  

 
3. 2 in-class exams (30%) given as scheduled. 

 
4. Unannounced Quizzes (20%) will be given mostly at the beginning of class. 

These will be in the form of short response papers or paragraph-long answers to 
questions on the readings assigned for the day the quiz is given. There are no 
makeup quizzes.  
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5. A final paper (30%) due last class meeting. Your paper should be between six and 

seven typed and double-spaced pages.  
 

University Writing Requirement: The campus has a university writing requirement that 
specifies students must write at least 2,500 words. Students will meet this requirement 
through 2 in-class exams and final research paper and in class writing assignments.  
 
 

• I expect all assignments to be handed in on time. Late papers will not be 
accepted. Not submitting your papers on time may result in 
you failing the course. 

• To ensure a quality learning environment, please come to class on time and 
stay for the duration of the class meeting.  

• Turn off your cell phones for the duration of the class meeting. Laptops 
can be used only for note taking.  

• No text messaging is allowed in class. If you text message I will ask you to 
leave class and you will be marked absent for that session. 

• Holding private conversations with your neighbors even to discuss issues 
related to class can be very disruptive and can be perceived as disrespectful to 
me and to your colleagues. If you have any comments or ideas please share 
them with the rest of class. 

 
• Students with disabilities who require academic accommodations must be 

approved for services by providing appropriate and recent documentation to the 
Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS). This office is located in Craven Hall 
5205, and can be contacted by phone at (760) 750-4905, or TDD (760) 750-4909. 
Students authorized by DSS to receive accommodations should meet with me 
during my office hours or in a more private setting in order to ensure your 
confidentiality.  

• Academic Dishonesty will not be tolerated and may result in a failing grade for 
the course. For details either see me or refer to the university catalog. 

 
Tentative Class Schedule (Subject to change) (Unless otherwise 

indicated, all page references are to The Bedford Anthology) 
 
January 24/26: Introduction to course/ Seventeenth Century-Nineteenth Century 1650-
1850 (pp.3-44)   
 
January 31-February 2: Finish Introduction (pp.3-44)/Mirza Abu Taleb Khan (pp.178-
189)/The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (chapters 1,2,3 and 4/ 
pp.448-473) 
 
February 7-9: Nineteenth Century- Twenty-First Century 1850-Present (pp.864-898) 
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February 14-16: In the World: Colonialism and Independence (pp.1220-1246) 
 
February 21-23: Screen and discuss Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness 
 
February 28- March 2: In the World: Modernism (pp.1424-1433)/ “The Waste Land” 
(pp.1450-1472) 
 
March 7-9: In the World: War, Conflict, and Resistance (pp.1473-1483 and 1505-1517) 
 
March 14-16: Review/exam 1 
 
March 21-23: Spring Break 
 
March 28-30: Samuel Beckett, Naguib Mahfouz, and Albert Camus (pp.1557-1580) 
 
April 4-6: Chinua Achebe. Things Fall Apart (pp.1597-1693) 
 
April 11-13 Library Research/ finish Things Fall Apart /start In the World: Images of 
Africa (1695-1732) 
 
April 18-20: Finish In the World: Images of Africa (1695-1732)/ discussion of final 
paper 
 
April 25-27: Alifa Rifaat and Salman Rushdie (1746-1779) 
 
May 2-4: Catch up session/review 
 
May 9-11: Exam 2/ Final Paper due on May 11th at 10:00 a.m. 
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