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Part A:  D Social Science General Education Learning Outcomes (GELOs) related to course content.  [Please 
type responses into the tables.]  

 
Social Science GELOs this course 
will address: 

Course content that addresses each 
GELO. 

How will these GELOs be 
assessed? 

D.1  Students will describe and 
critically apply social science theories 
and methods to problems.   This may 
include the development of research 
questions, critical evaluation of 
evidence, data collection, fieldwork, 
and/or employment of mathematical 
analysis. 

Students learn about psychological 
theories and research methods in 
lecture and assigned textbook 
readings.    
  
During class, students practice 
developing studies to test hypotheses 
derived from theories.  

Students will answer exams 
and quiz questions that assess 
understanding of psychological 
theories and methods.   
Homework assignments focus 
on applying concepts to real 
world problems. 

D.2  Students will analyze the impact 
of race, class, gender and cultural 
context on individuals and/or local and 
global societies. 

One of the four levels of analyses 
covered in the course is the cultural 
level (biological, individual, and 
social are the other three).  
Throughout lectures we analyze the 
impact that race, culture and gender 
have on psychological phenomenon 
and characteristics (e.g., personality, 
intelligence, language, memory).   
 
One lecture and assigned chapter (on 
social psychology) specifically covers 
stereotypes, prejudice, and 
discrimination.   

Exams and quiz questions 
assess understanding of the 
roles of race, culture, and 
gender in psychology.  
 
Additional questions probe the 
understanding of the concepts: 
stereotypes, prejudice, and 
discrimination.  

D.3  Students will outline the 
contemporary and/or historical 
perspectives of major political, 
intellectual, psychological, economic, 
scientific, technological, or cultural 
developments 

The first lectures and readings provide 
historical context for contemporary 
psychological theories.  We review the 
philosophical roots of psychology, the 
birth of psychology as an empirical 
science, and major schools of thought 
(and individuals) in the history of 
psychology. 
 
Furthermore, throughout exam 
subsequent lecture and reading, the 
history of that topic (e.g., social, 
developmental, clinical, biological, 
and cognitive psychology) is 
discussed.   

The first exams and quizzes 
contain items relating to the 
history of psychology.   
 
Subsequent exams and quizzes 
contain items related to 
historical developments of 
specific topics/areas of 
psychology. 

D.4  Students will explain the 
usefulness of a disciplinary 
perspective and field of knowledge for 
social issues and problems. 

Lectures and assigned readings 
explain the importance of 
psychological research in learning 
about the mind, brain, and behavior.  
We also cover how psychological 
research can solve social problems, 
such as reducing intergroup conflicts, 
legal issues related to psychology, and 
recognizing and treating individuals 
with mental illnesses.  

Students will complete 
homework assignments and 
participate in classroom 
activities that ask them to use 
psychological findings, 
theories, and methods to solve 
real-world problems.  In one 
activity, they gain practice 
recognizing symptoms of 
several psychological 
disorders.  

 

 
Part B: General Education Learning Outcomes required of all GE courses related to course content: 
 

GE Outcomes required of all 
Courses 

Course content that addresses each 
GE outcome? 

How will these GELOs be 
assessed? 

Students will communicate effectively 
in writing to various audiences. 
(writing) 

Students will write during classroom 
activities and while they complete 
homework assignments.  Their writing 
will be reviewed by peers and 
assessed by the professor. 
 

Students will complete 
homework assignments that 
address specific prompts. 
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Students will think critically and 
analytically about an issue, idea or 
problem. (critical thinking) 

Critical thinking is a topic covered in 
the first lecture and assigned chapter.  
In the discussion of critical thinking, 
students are encouraged to critically 
evaluate evidence and reach 
conclusions on topics such as 
childhood vaccinations and the effects 
of Mozart music on creativity. 
 
Throughout additional lectures, 
students are encouraged to think 
critically to draw reasonable 
conclusions based on research 
findings. 

Students will answer quiz and 
exam questions to assess their 
understanding of critical 
thinking and some of the 
homework prompts require 
students to draw conclusions 
based on evidence presenting 
in assigned readings. 

Students will find, evaluate and use 
information appropriate to the course 
and discipline. (Faculty are strongly 
encouraged to collaborate with their 
library faculty.)  

Homework assignments will require 
students to search research articles, 
and read, evaluate, and write about 
these articles. 
 
Students are shown how to use library 
search engines (e.g., PsycINFO and 
Google Scholar) to locate literature.  

Part of the assessments on 
homework assignments 
evaluate the appropriateness 
of articles students have 
found and their performance 
in evaluating and writing 
about these articles. 
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Part C:  GE Programmatic Goals:   The GE program aligns with CSUSM specific and LEAP Goals.  All D  
courses must meet at least one of the LEAP Goals.     
 

GE Programmatic Goals Course addresses this LEAP Goal: 
LEAP 1: Knowledge of Human Cultures and the 
Physical and Natural World. 

 No      Yes 

LEAP 2: Intellectual and Practical Skills  No     Yes 
LEAP 3: Personal and Social Responsibility No      Yes 
LEAP 4: Integrative Learning No      Yes 
CSUSM Specific Programmatic Goals Course content that addresses the following CSUSM 

goals.  Please explain, if applicable. 
CSUSM 1: Exposure to and critical thinking about 
issues of diversity. 

No     Yes (please describe): Students will be 
exposed to material about the similarity and 
differences of individuals and groups and will address 
these issues in homework assignments. 

CSUSM 2: Exposure to and critical thinking about the 
interrelatedness of peoples in local, national, and global 
contexts. 

 No     Yes (please describe):      

 
Part D: Course requirements to be met by the instructor. 
 

Course Requirements: How will this requirement be met by the instructor? 
Course meets the All-University Writing 
requirement: A minimum of 2500 words of writing 
shall be required for 3+ unit courses.   

Students will write three papers with a minimum 
length of 850 words. 

Instructors will include an evaluation of students’ 
written work which assesses both content and writing 
proficiency.   

Instructors will provide written feedback on 
homework assignments. 

Courses will include a component requiring students to 
develop an understanding of the core information 
resources and literature of the disciplines.   

Students will need to search for literature to 
complete the homework assignments. 
 

All social sciences core course proposals/syllabi shall 
require information literacy: This includes 
opportunities for students to read, evaluate and analyze 
social science information, and report results of their 
analysis clearly.  Courses will be assigned a librarian as 
a resource person to facilitate the information literacy 
and library use components.   

Students must search for, read, and analyze the 
literature to complete the homework assignments. 

 

 










