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Part A:  Dh American Institutions – History General Education Learning Outcomes (GELOs) related to course 
content.  [Please type responses into the tables.]  
 

History GELOs this course will 
address: 

Course content that addresses each 
GELO. 

How will these GELOs be 
assessed? 

Dh 1. Students will be able to identify 
and discuss connections between the 
national past and present. 

 
Course explores change over time 
from European-American contact to 
1877. Students will learn how various 
events and developments laid the 
groundwork for specific social, 
cultural, political, and economic 
aspects of American life in the 
present. For instance, students will 
learn about the decimation and forced 
migration of indigenous Americans, 
the democratization of American 
political life in the early 19th century, 
the rise of new American religious 
practices and institutions, and the 
influence of 19th-century reform 
movements on present-day laws, 
practices, beliefs, and institutions. 

 
By participating in class 
discussions about lectures and 
assigned readings, students 
will deepen their 
understanding of historical 
continuities (things that stay 
the same over time) AND 
historical changes. In addition, 
in exams, quizzes, and/or short 
written assignments, students 
will draw on course topics 
AND their own knowledge of 
the present to explain how the 
past (e.g., the history of slave 
laws) has helped to shape the 
present (e.g., racial inequalities 
in the 20th and 21st centuries). 
Instructors may also require 
students to make these 
connections in different kinds 
of assignments, such as 
selecting a contemporary news 
article and writing an essay 
that links the present-day news 
with topics covered in the class 
readings and lectures. 

Dh 2.  Students will evaluate 
differences and changes in 
interpretations of U.S. history as a 
discipline, and the U.S. government as 
a system. 

 
Students will be introduced to the 
history of historical scholarship, 
including  how historians’ conclusions 
about the past have changed based on 
new evidence, new interpretations of 
historical sources, and/or the 
incorporation of insights from other 
disciplines. Students will also learn 
about the development of U.S. 
political institutions, as well as how 
different groups of Americans have 
perceived and been affected by British 
colonial and U.S. government 
policies. 

 
Customarily, exams and 
quizzes will require students to 
identify and explain these 
disciplinary interpretations and 
U.S. government systems as 
they have changed over time. 
Instructors may also or instead 
choose to require essay 
assignments in which students 
respond to questions about 
these interpretations, and/or 
have students engage in 
classroom debates in which 
they base their arguments on 
their understanding of the 
historical perspectives 
expressed in primary sources 
(historical documents). 

Dh 3.  Students will demonstrate an 
ability to analyze, synthesize, compare, 
and critically evaluate multiple types 
of evidence about the past.   

 
Students will read, evaluate, and 
discuss and/or write about primary 
sources (the raw materials of historical 
scholarship) alongside historical 
interpretations as a way to explore and 
employ historical methods. 

All History 130 courses 
include primary sources 
(historical documents) and 
secondary sources (scholarly 
articles and/or textbooks) 
among the assigned readings. 
Classroom discussions, exams, 
quizzes, and/or essays will all 
require students to analyze, 
synthesize, compare and 
evaluate these primary and 
secondary sources of evidence. 
So, for instance, a student 
might be evaluated on their 
ability to write a modern 
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"translation" of a document 
written in historical language, 
or their ability to explain the 
main arguments in a historical 
document and then synthesize 
it with a textbook reading, 
creating an essay or exam 
answer. Other assessment 
activities could gauge students' 
ability to participate in a 
classroom debate that 
expresses the perspectives 
contained in historical sources. 

Dh 4.  Students will recognize different 
cultural practices, economic structures, 
and political institutions and be able to 
explain why they have changed over 
time. 

 
Topics that will explore both change 
and continuity in American culture, 
economic structures, and political 
institutions include (but are not 
limited to) encounters between 
European, African, and indigenous 
American peoples between 1492 and 
1800 and the ways those encounters 
affected the cultures, societies, 
political structures and economies of 
each of these groups; the development 
of various American political, 
economic, and social institutions, 
including, for example, government, 
laws, and social reform; and the varied 
historical causes and consequences of 
major events, including the American 
Revolution and Civil War. 

In exams, quizzes, and/or short 
written assignments, students 
will compare these topics as 
they relate to particular 
historical locations and time 
periods, as well as articulating 
their importance for 
understanding both historical 
continuities and change over 
time. So, for instance, an 
assignment might ask students 
to explain the different 
perspectives of 19th-century 
factory workers and 
employers, and then explain 
how the economic and material 
conditions of those workers 
shaped physical and political 
conflict between "haves" and 
"have-nots." 

Dh 5.  Students will critically evaluate 
the varieties of experience found in the 
historical record, exploring diversity as 
a component of history. 

 
Topics will include various groups in 
U.S./American history, including both 
leaders and other representatives of 
dominant groups, as well as 
marginalized  groups such as 
American Indians, African Americans, 
women, immigrants, and the poor. 

 
In classroom discussions and 
debates, exams, quizzes, 
and/or short written 
assignments, students will 
compare opposing cultural, 
social, economic, political, 
intellectual, and/or regional 
perspectives that have been 
represented in both readings 
and lectures. So, a classic 
example would be to write an 
exam answer or essay that 
demonstrates a students' 
understanding of fundamental 
differences between 
slaveholding 
secessionists and their 
opponents, advocates of 
freelabor, 
in the antebellum period. 
Another example assignment 
requires students to 
demonstrate how slave laws 
established in the 17th century, 
shaped both black and white 
identities and experiences. 
Students also demonstrate their 
understanding of the history of 
immigration, and its impact on 
almost every historical aspect 
of American life. 

Dh 6.  Students will recognize the 
influence of global forces and identify 

 
Topics include the development of 
European colonies in America as a 

 
In classroom discussions and 
debates, exams, quizzes, 
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their connections to local and national 
developments. 

process that had profound effects in 
both Europe and Africa, and the ways 
that these American colonies served as 
battle grounds for international 
conflicts.  

and/or short written 
assignments, students will 
demonstrate their 
understanding of, first, the 
American colonies as the 
location of competition among 
European powers, and later, 
key American ideas about the 
U.S. as a global power, and 
conflicts and agreements 
between the U.S. and other 
nations. So, a classic example 
of the U.S. as a global power 
would be the Monroe Doctrine 
(as the first clear articulation 
of the U.S.'s intention to 
dominate the western 
hemisphere). Important 
examples of early conflicts 
between the American 
colonies/U.S. and foreign 
powers would include wars 
involving Indians and British 
and French colonists, and, 
later, the Mexican-American 
War (often known as "the U.S. 
invasion" in Mexico) 

 

 
Part B: General Education Learning Outcomes required of all GE courses related to course content: 
 

GE Outcomes required of all 
Courses 

Course content that addresses each 
GE outcome? 

How will these GELOs be 
assessed? 

Students will communicate effectively 
in writing to various audiences. 
(writing) 

 
Students will be required to complete 
written assignments that require them 
to communicate what they’ve learned,  
applying basic writing skills so that 
others can easily comprehend the 
information. 

 
Writing rubrics will be used 
to assess student essays 
and/or short written 
assignments. Individualized 
feedback about how students 
can improve their 
communication skills is 
provided. Students' work will 
be judged on the clarity and 
specificity of their prose; 
mechanical issues like 
grammar and punctuation; 
and thoroughness of analysis 
and/or explanation. 

Students will think critically and 
analytically about an issue, idea or 
problem. (critical thinking) 

 
Students will read, discuss, analyze, 
and write about primary source 
documents related to particular 
historical debates or problems, which 
express different points of view held 
by various historical actors. 

 
Rational analysis is the 
foundation of basic historical 
methods. Students' ability to 
think independently, 
objectively, and analytically 
will be assessed in short 
written assignments and essay 
assignments. In addition, their 
contributions to class 
discussions also helps 
instructors gauge students' 
understanding and 
accomplishment. 

Students will find, evaluate and use 
information appropriate to the course 
and discipline. (Faculty are strongly 
encouraged to collaborate with their 
library faculty.)  

 
Students will evaluate and use 
primary sources (see critical thinking 
outcomes, above), and gain practice in 
finding archival resources through 
library databases (please see library 

 
Customarily, this is 
accomplished through short 
written assignments, such as 
those that require students to 
find, analyze, and discuss a 
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assignment listed in syllabus). reliable primary source. Some 
instructors will create 
students create digital 
presentations of digital 
archival resources that 
students have found on their 
own, which also allows 
faculty to gauge 
accomplishment of this 
outcome. 
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Part C:  GE Programmatic Goals:   The GE program aligns with CSUSM specific and LEAP Goals.  All Dh  
courses must meet at least one of the LEAP Goals.     
 

GE Programmatic Goals Course addresses this LEAP Goal: 
LEAP 1: Knowledge of Human Cultures and the 
Physical and Natural World. 

No      Yes 

LEAP 2: Intellectual and Practical Skills  No      Yes 
LEAP 3: Personal and Social Responsibility  No      Yes 
LEAP 4: Integrative Learning  No      Yes 
CSUSM Specific Programmatic Goals Course content that addresses the following CSUSM 

goals.  Please explain, if applicable. 
CSUSM 1: Exposure to and critical thinking about 
issues of diversity. 

No     Yes (please describe):  From syllabus: “We 
try to understand – empathetically – why people in 
other places and times saw the world differently than 
we do” and “students will be expected to demonstrate a 
reasonable understanding of….The ways in which 
encounters between European, African, and indigenous 
American peoples between 1492 and 1800 affected the 
cultures, societies, political structures and economies of 
each of these groups.”   

CSUSM 2: Exposure to and critical thinking about the 
interrelatedness of peoples in local, national, and global 
contexts. 

No     Yes (please describe): From the syllabus: 
This course “provide students with a more sophisticated 
understanding of the process whereby a democratic 
society developed in North America by the nineteenth 
century, and the limits of this democratizing process.” 
Also: “students will be expected to demonstrate a 
reasonable understanding of….The ways in which 
encounters between European, African, and indigenous 
American peoples between 1492 and 1800 affected the 
cultures, societies, political structures and economies of 
each of these groups” and the “Differences between 
northern and southern systems of gender, race, and 
authority, and how these differences contributed to 
different attitudes towards slavery.”    

 
Part D: Course requirements to be met by the instructor.  
 

Course Requirements: How will this requirement be met by the instructor? 
Course meets the All-University Writing 
requirement: A minimum of 2500 words of writing 
shall be required for 3+ unit courses.   

 
Customarily, students write 3 short analytical essays, a 
midterm essay exam and a final essay exam, with a 
total minimum writing requirement of approximately 
3000 words 

Instructors will include an evaluation of students’ 
written work which assesses both content and writing 
proficiency. Writing assignments in courses meeting 
the Dc, Dg, and/or the Dh requirement shall be 
analytical in nature. 

 
Customarily, short analytical essays  

Writing assignments in courses meeting the Dh 
requirement will require students to address historical 
issues. 

 
Customarily, short analytical essays and the midterm 
and final essay exams all ask students to discuss 
historical issues 

As per EO 1061, the course content must include:  
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1.  Significant events covering a minimum time span of 
approximately one hundred years and occurring in 
the entire area now included in the United States of 
America, including the relationships of regions 
within that area and with external regions and 
powers as appropriate to the understanding of those 
events within the United States during the period 
under study.  

Readings and lectures cover these topics over a span of 
approximately 375 years. 

2.  The role of major ethnic and social groups in such 
events and the contexts in which the events have 
occurred. 

Readings and lectures; please see learning outcomes 
listed in syllabus. 

3.  The events presented within a framework that 
illustrates the continuity of the American 
experience and its derivation from other cultures, 
including consideration of three or more of the 
following: politics, economics, social movements, 
and geography. 

Readings and lectures; please see learning outcomes 
listed in syllabus. 

 

 




















