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MEMORANDUM

DATE:

March 27, 2014
TO:

Graham Oberem


Provost
Vivienne Bennett
Faculty Senate Chair
FROM:

Fernando I. Soriano, Ph.D. 



Professor 
SUBJECT:
Discontinuation of Children’s Services and Adult & Gerontology Services 
Concentrations in Human Development
Dear Provost Oberem and Faculty Senate Chair Bennett:

In one of the university-wide campus meetings where then Provost Cutrer was presenting the proposed new structure of the reorganized University with its new colleges and units contained therein a request was made for the Department of Human Development to be moved from the listing of units going into the College of Arts, Humanities and Behavioral Social Sciences (CHABSS) to the new College of Education Health and Human Services (CEHHS). The objective for this suggestion was to have Human Development be able to receive more attention and secure the necessary faculty positions that it long has needed given the large number of ever growing students choosing the major. These new faculty members would then help to strengthen the major and its four concentrations. Unfortunately, if the elimination of the two concentrations is approved, the original objective behind requesting the move to CEHHS for strengthening the program will have failed.  

The popularity of the major of Human Development among students has always been tied to the multidisciplinary nature of the program and its ability to expose students to the social, psychological, biological and cultural contexts of human beings. Students also appreciated the ability to select one of four concentrations that would help them narrow down their career interests. As a result of the major’s popularity, I helped to launch what is now a thriving and growing HD Club and along with Dr. Luis Terrazas we helped develop one of the most active and growing HD Alumni Chapters on campus. In my opinion, the major has been a University success story. Moreover, its multidisciplinary program is in keeping with the ever changing training needs of our regional and national workforce that is being called to increasingly understand human nature from a multidisciplinary perspective. 

Since the completion of the reorganization of the University new developments have emerged on campus that are relevant to the HD major in its present form. Psychology is moving ahead to establish a Child Development major and the University has launched its Palliative Care initiative and Institute. Plus we now have a social work graduate program. While some may see the Child Development major as conflicting or overlapping with HD’s Children Services concentration, given the multidisciplinary nature of the program I see the new major in Psychology as an opportunity to strengthen the concentration by making more courses available for those in the Children Services concentration. When the Palliative Care initiative was announced, it was felt that finally we would have a greater focus on campus on the adult developmental stage and gerontology. Sociology has been our source of coursework for the Adult/Gerontology concentration as well as for our other concentrations. According to the Census Bureau, by 2030 the proportion of the population over 65 will go from 13 percent in 2010 to 19 percent or about one of five U.S. residents (www.census.gov/prod/2010pubs/p25-1138.pdf). The Diego County Department of Health and Human Services reports very similar proportions and growth of the population 65 and above in our immediate area. This makes it imperative that our campus enhance instead of eliminate education and training opportunities in adult and gerontology for our students. It is true that the Adult/Gerontology concentration has shown the lowest number of students choosing this concentration. However, this is largely due to the lack of courses for the concentration and the faculty in the HD Department with the expertise to represent the concentration to work with our allied disciplines and thereby help to grow it. 

In my opinion, to approve the deletion of the two concentrations does not only lead to a narrower program, but in essence, it creates a new major while eliminating another. To eliminate the two concentrations is to eradicate the future breath of the major and opportunities for HD majors to learn and be exposed to each area and discipline represented by each concentration while focusing on primarily one. In my estimation the new remaining HD program minus the two concentrations would more appropriately be called something like a major in “counseling and health services”.  However, even this resulting major would be in conflict with yet another emerging major in Kinesiology called “Health Sciences”, which will overlap with the Health Services concentration in HD. Hence, I can easily see how the remaining major with two concentrations will likely have to narrow itself even further and become a counseling undergraduate major to avoid overlap with the Health Sciences major.

For all these reasons I am opposed to the elimination of the two concentrations. It appears that the administration in CEHHS would prefer to narrow more the focus of HD to give greater support to its growing health and counseling related programs. Perhaps it sees that the current broader multidisciplinary aspects of the current HD major is overlapping too much with programs outside of the College particularly with those in CHABSS. Therefore, I suggest that instead of dismantling a successful major why not move it to CHABSS where most of its curriculum is currently derived from at present--where we can work collaboratively with Sociology to strengthen instead of eliminating its Adult/Gerontology concentration and where we can work with Psychology to bolster its Children’s Services concentration instead of eliminating it. In this way we can continue to meet the continued growing multidisciplinary interest of our students while meeting the training needs of current and future human services employers in the region. This way we can at least save the major instead of eliminating it.  By the way, I am a youth violence expert and not a gang violence expert as the report indicates.
cc:
Janet Powell, Dean

Denise Garcia, Associate Dean

Elizabeth Bigham, Department Director

The California State University

Bakersfield    |    Channel Islands    |    Chico    |    Dominguez Hills    |    East Bay    |    Fresno    |    Fullerton    |    Humboldt    |    Long Beach    |    Los Angeles    |    Maritime Academy
Monterey Bay    |    Northridge    |    Pomona    |    Sacramento    |    San Bernardino    |    San Diego    |    San Francisco    |    San Jose    |    San Luis Obispo    |    San Marcos    |    Sonoma    |    Stanislaus

